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PREFACE. 

Every one, who is familiar with the writings 
of Mr. Maurice, will know, that passages have 
continually met him, while reading his works, 
which have gone at once to his heart, sent, as it 
were, the life-blood through his wholewbeing, and 
set him forward, in a brave, rejoicing, spirit, to 
his duty, either to do, or to suffer, as his Hea- 
venly Lord shall order for him. Such passages 
as these, which, by God's grace, have been the 
means of ministering, to many a thirsty or weary 
soul, refreshing draughts of spiritual life, drawn 
from the living weUs of God's Love, we long to 
have with us in our saddest, sweetest, most 
earnest, most solemn, hours. We long to be 
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reminded by them, as few other words have 
reminded us, besides those of the Bible and the 
Prayer Book, of the actual Presence of our Lord, 
of His union with us, of our common brother- 
hood in Him. At least, I can say this for myself, 
and, I believe, for a multitude of others. 

Most gladly, therefore, have I undertaken the 
charge of editing these extracts, in the hope, not 
only of supplyltig a desire of my own heart, and 
of the hearts of those, who already know these 
passages, b^t also of bringing them home to 
many others, who have known the Writer 
hitherto only by name, and not made acquaint- 
ance with his books. 

To my dear Friend himself my most sincere 
thanks are given, for his kindness in granting 
the free use of his works for this purpose, and 
for the gift of the Sermon with which the series 
of extracts is closed, as one portion only of the 
many helps which he has rendered to the Mission 
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Work op Natal, fw the benefit of which this little 
volume is printed. 

But, though I have discharged to the best of 
my power this duty of editing, it is right that 
I should add, that the idea of the work, and most 
of the labour bestowed upon it, are not mine, 
but belong to one, who goes to share with me 
a missionary's life, and who, if she can meet the 
inevitable trials, which in so wild a land must 
fall to the lot of herself and her children, has 
to bless God for His goodness in granting her, 
among many other mercies, the strength and 
support of the teaching of Mr. Maurice. 

J. W. Natal. 

LoNSOH, Feb. 1, 1855. 
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HOLT COMMUNION. 



IT SO m<my as vntend to he partakers of the holy Com- 
m/wnion shall signify their names to the Ou/raie, at 
least some time Sie day before, 

^ And if ofivy of those be am. open and notorious evil 
liver, or have done any torong to his neighhotf/rs by 
word or deed, so that the Congregation be thereby 
offended ; the Ourate, having knowledge thereof shall 
caU him a/nd advertise him, tha^t m amy wise he pre- 
sume not to come to the Lord^s Table, wntU he halh 
openly deda/red hvmsdf to ha/oe truly repented amd 
amefCded his former naughty life, that the Congre- 
gation may thereby be satiijfied, which before were 
offended ; and that he haih recompensed the parties, 
to whom he hath done wrong; or at least declare 
himself to be in fuU purpose so to do, as soon as he 
conveniently may, 

II The sam>e order shall the OwraJle use with those, betwioct 
whom he perceiveth mcdice and hatred to reign; not 
suffering them to be partakers of the Lorc^s Table, 
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until he know them to be reconciled. And, if one of 
the parties so at varia/nce be content to forffive, from 
the bottom of his hea/rt, all that the other hath trespassed 
against him, a/nd to maJce amends for that he himself 
hath offended, and the other party wUl not be per- 
suaded to a godly unity, but remain stiU in his fro- 
wardness and malice; the Minister in that case ought 
to admit the pemtent person to the holy Comrnunion, 
and not him that is obstinate. Provided that every 
Minister so repelling any, ew is specified in this, or the 
next precedent, Pa/ragraph of this RubricJc, shall be 
obliged to give an account of the same to the Ordinary, 
within f(yu/rteen days after at the farthest. Arid the 
Ordinary shall proceed against the offending person 
according to the Canon. 

H The Table, at the C(ymmwnion-time, having a fai/r white 
linen cloth upon it, shall stand in the Body of the 
Church, w in the Chancel, where Morning and 
Evening Prayer are appointed to be said. And the 
Priest, standing at the North-side of the Table, shall 
say the Lord's Prayer^ with the CoUect following, the 
people JsneeUng^ 

OUR Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
Will be done in earth, As it is in Heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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The Colkct. 

ALMIGHTY God, unto Whom aU hearts be 
open, all desires known, and from Whom no 
secrets are hid ; Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holt Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love Thee,-and worthily magnify 
Thy holy Name ; through Christ our Lord. Jmen. 

IT Then shaU the Priest, tv/rnmg to the people, rehearu 
disimctly all the TEN COMMANDMENTS; and 
the people, stiU kneding, shaU, after every Command- 
ment, ask of QOD Mercy for their transgression 
thereof for the time past, and Grace to keep the same 
for this time to come, aafolloweth, 

MvndMer* 

GOD spake these words, and said ; I am the 
Lord thy God : Thou shalt have none other 
gods but Mb. 

People, Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister, Thou sh^dt not make to thyself any 
graven image, nor the likeness of any thing that 
is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in 
the water under the earth. Thou shali not bow 
down to them, nor worship them ; for t, the Lord 
thy God, am a jealous God, and visit the sins of 
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the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that liate Me, and shew 
Mercy unto thousands in them that love Me, and 
keep My oommandments. 

People, Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain : for the Lobd wiU not 
hold him guiltless, that taketh His Name in yain. 

People. Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister, Bemember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath-day. Six days shalt thou labour, and 
do all that thou hast to do ; but the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lobd thy Qod. In it 
thou shalt do no manner of work, thou, and thy 
son, and thy daughter, thy man-servant, and. thy 
maid-servant, thy cattle, and the stranger that is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lobd made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lobd 
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it. 

People, Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 
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Minister, Honour thy father and thy mother ; 
that thy days may be long in the land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 

People, Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister, Thou shalt do no murder. 

People. Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

People. Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not steal. 

People. Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister. Thou shalt not bear ^eJse witness 
against thy neighbour. 

People. Lord, have Mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this Law. 

Minister. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor any thing that is his. 

People, Lord, have Mercy upon us, and write all 
these Thy Laws in our hearts, we beseech Thee, 
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^ Then ikaU foUov) <me of these two CoUecU for the 
Qneen, the Priest standing as before, and sayvug. 

Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY God, Whose kingdom is everlast- 
ing, and power infinite ; Have Mwcy upon 
the whole Church ; and so rule the heart of Thy 
chosen Servant VICTORIA^ our Queen and Go- 
vemour, that she (knowing Whose minister she is) 
may above all things seek Thy honour and glory : 
and that we, and all her subjects, (duly considering 
Whose authority she hath,) may faithfully serve, 
honour, and humbly obey her, in Thee, and for 
Thee, according to Thy blessed Word and ordi- 
nance ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reign- 
eth, ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

Or, 

ALMIGHTY and bverlastino God, we are 
taught by Thy holy Word, that the hearts 
of Kings are in Thy rule and governance, and 
that Thou dost dispose and turn them, as it 
seemeth best to Thy godly Wisdom : We humbly 
beseech Thee so to dispose and govern the 
heart of VICTOEIA Thy Servant^ our Queen and 
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Gk>yemour, that, in all her thoughts, words^ and 
works, she may ever seek Thy honour and glory, 
and study to preserve Thy people, committed to 
her charge, in wealth, peace, and godliness : Grant 
this, O' Merdftd Father, for Thy dear Son's 
sake, Jesus Chbist our Lord. Amen.. 

^ Them, akaU he said the Collect of the Day. And, im- 
mediately after the Collect, tlie Priest tkaU read the 
Epistle, saying. The Epistle [w, The portion of 
Scripture appointed for the Epistle] is written in 

the Chapter of beginning at the 

Verse. And t?ie Epistle ended, he SujH say. Here 
endeth the Epistle. Then shaU he read the Qospd, 
(the people aU sta/nding i*p,) saying. The holy Gospel 

is written in the Chapter of beginning 

at the Verse. And, the Qoapd ended, shaU he 

sung or said the Creed following, the people still 
standing, a^ hefore. 

I BELIEVE in ONfj God the Father Al- 
MIOHTY, Maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible : 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-be- 
gotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of Gkni, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very God, Begotten, not made. Being of one sub- 
stance with the Father ; By Whom all things were 
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made, Who for us men, and for our salvation, 
came down from Heaven, And was incarnate by 
the Holt Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made 
man, And was cmcifled also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scrip- 
tures, And ascended into Heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father : And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead : Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I beheve in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, 
and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake 
by the Prophets. And I believe one Catholiok 
and Apostolick Church ; I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins ; And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead. And the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

H Then the CwrcUe shdU declare tmto the people what 
ffoly-days, or Fasting-days, are in the Week foUowvng 
to he observed. And then also {if occasion he) sliaU 
notice he given of the Ckfrntn/imion ; cmd Briefs, Cita- 
tions, a/nd Excommunications read. And nothing 
shaU he proclaimed or published in the Church, daring 
the time of Divine Service, hut hy the Minister : nor 
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hi/ him any fhvtfft hut what is prescribed in the Jtules 
of this JBooky or enjoined by the Queen, or hy the 
Ordinary of the place, 

II 27ien shall follow the Sermon, or one of the Homilies 
already set forth, or hereafter to he set forth, hy 
authority. 

^ Then shall the Priest return to the Lord^s Table, and 
J hegtn the Offertory, saying one or more of these Sen- 

tences following, a^s he thinketh most convenient in his 

discretion, 

LET your light so shine belbre men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father Which is in Heaven. St. Matt v. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon the 
earth, where the inist and moth doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal : but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through and steal St. Matt, vi. 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, even so do unto them ; for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. St, Matt, vii. 

Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he 
that doeth the Will of My Father Which is in 
Heaven. St, Matt. vii. 
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ZacchaBus stood forth, and said unto the Ix>rd, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor ; and, if I have done any wrong to any man, 
I restore fourfold. St, Luke xix. 

Who goeth a warfare at any time of his own 
cost ? Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth 
not of the fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a 
flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock ? 
1 Cor, ix. 

If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it 
a great matter if we shall reap your worldly 
things ? 1 Cor. ix. 

Do ye not know, that they, who minister about 
holy things, live of the sacrifice ; and they, who 
wait at the altar, are partakers with the altar % 
Even so hath the Lord also ordained, that they, 
who preach the Gk)spel, should live of the Gospel 
1 Cor, ix. 

He, that soweth little, shall reap little; and he, 
that soweth plenteously, shall reap plenteously. 
Let every man do according as he is disposed in 
his heart, not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for 
God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor, ix. 

Let him, that is taught in the Word, minister 
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unto him, that teacheth, in all good things. Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall he reap. Qal. vi. 

While we have time, let ns do good unto all 
men ; and specially imto them, that are of the 
household of faith. GaL vi. 

Qodliness is great riches, if a man be content 
with that he hath : for we brought nothing into 
the world, neither may we carry any thing out. 
1 Tim, vi. 

Charge them, who are rich in this world, that 
they be ready to give, and glad to distribute ; 
laying up in store for themselves a good founda- 
tion s^ainst the time to come, that they may 
attain eternal life. 1 Tim^ vi. 

QoD is not unrighteous, that he will forget 
your works, and labour that proceedeth of love ; 
which love ye have shewed for His Name's sake, 
who have ministered xmto the saints, and yet do 
minister. Heb, vi. 

To do good, and to distribute, forget not ; for 
with such sacrifices Qon is well pleased. Heb, xiii. 

Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up "his compas- 



12 THB OOHMITNION. 

sion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him ? 1 St John iii. 

Give ahns of thy goods, and never' turn thy 
face from any poor man ; and then the Face of 
the Lord shall not be turned away from thee. 
Tobit iv. 

Be merciful after thy power. If thou hast 
much, give plenteously ; if thou hast little, do 
thy diligence gladly to give of that little : for so 
gatherest thou thyself a good reward in the day 
of necessity. Tobit iv. 

He, that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto 
the Lord : and look, what he layeth out, it shall 
be paid him again. Prov, xix. 

Blessed be the man that provideth for the sick 
and needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the 
time of trouble. Psalm xli. 

H WhiUt these Sentences wire in reading, the Deacons, 
Churchwardens, or other Jit person appointed for 
that purpose, shaU receive tiie Alms for the Poor, and 
other devotions of the people, in a decent bason, to be 
provided by the Parish for thai purpose; and reve- 
rently bring it to the Priest, who shciU humbly present, 
and place it vpon the holy TcMe. 
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IT And, when there w a Oommumon, the Priest shall then 
place upon the Table so m/uch Bread and Wine, as he 
shaU think sufficient. 

After which done, the Priest shaU say, 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church 
militant here in earth. 

ALMIGHTY and evbruving God, who by Thy 
holy Apostle hast taught us to make prayers 
and supplications, and to give thanks, for all 
men ; We humbly beseech Thee most mercifully 
[* to accept our alms and oblations, « j^ ^^^^^ j^ 
and"] to receive these our prayers, noaimsorobia- 

J . r«, -F^. . ttons, then shall 

which we offer imto Thy Divme the words [of ac- 
Majesty; beseeching Thee to in- Snd'obfatkms]^! 
spire continually the universal teft out umaid. 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and con- 
cord : And grant, that all they, that do confess 
Thy holy Name, may agree in the truth of Thy 
holy Word, and live in unity, and godly love. 
We beseech Thee also to save and defend all 
Christian Kings, Princes, and Govemours ; and 
specially Thy servant VICTORIA our Queen; 
that under her we may be godly and quietly 
goyemed: And grant unto lier whole Council, 
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and to all ihai are put in anthority tinder her, 
that they may truly and indifferently minister 
justice, to the punishment of wickedness and 
vice, and to the maintenance of Thy true religion, 
and virtue. Give grace, O Heavenly Father, to 
all Bishops and Curates, that they may both by 
their life and doctrine set forth Thy true and 
lively Word, and rightly and duly administer Thy 
holy Sacraments. And to all Thy people give thy 
Heavenly Grace, and especially to this congrega* 
tion here present ; that, with meek heart and due 
reverence, they may hear, and receive Thy holy 
Word, truly serving Thee in holiness and right- 
eousness all "fche days of their life. And we most 
humbly beseech Thee of Thy Goodness, O Lord, to 
comfort and succour all them, who in this transi- 
tory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity. And we also bless Thy holy 
Name for all Thy servants departed this life in 
Thy feith and fear ; beseeching Thee to give us 
grace so to follow their good examples, that with 
them we may be partakers of Thy Heavenly King- 
dom : Grant this, O Father, for Jesub Christ's 
sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Jmen. 
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H When tJie Mmister giveth wa/mmg for the celebrcUion 
of the holy Communion, (which he shaU always do 
upon the SwndaVf or some Holy-day, immediately pre- 
ceding,) after the Sermon or HomUy ended, he shaU 
read this Exhortation following. 

DEARLY beloved, on day next I purpose, 
through God's assistance, to administer to 
all such, as shall be religiously and devoutly dis- 
posed, the most comfortable Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ ; to be by them 
received in remembrance of His meritorious Cross 
and Passion, whereby alone we obtain remission 
of our sins, and are made partakers of the King- 
dom of Heaven. Wherefore it is our duty to 
render most humble and hearty thanks to Al- 
mighty God our Heavenly Fattier, for that He 
hath given His Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, not 
only to die for us, but also to be our spiritual food 
and sustenance in that holy Sacrament. Which 
being so divine and comfortable a thing to them 
who receive it worthily, and so dangerous to 
them that will presume to receive it unworthily, 
my duty is to exhort you in the mean season to 
consider the dignity of that holy Mystery, and 
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the great peril of the unworthy receiving there- 
of;- and so to search and examine your own 
consciences, (and that not lightly, and after the 
manner of dissemblers with God, but so) that ye 
may come holy and clean to such a heavenly 
Feast, in the marriage-garment required by God 
in holy Scripture, and be received as wortiiy par- 
takers of that holy Table. 

The way and means thereto is ; First, to ex- 
amine your lives and Conversations by the rule 
of God's Commsaidments ; and, whereinsoever ye 
shall perceive yourselves to have offended, either 
by will, word, or deed, there to bewail your own 
sinfulness, and to confess yourselves to Almighty 
God, with full purpose of amendment of life. 
And, if ye shall perceive your offences to be such 
as are not only against God, but also against your 
neighbours, then ye shall reconcile yourselves 
imto them ; being ready to make restitution and 
satisfaction, according to the uttermost of your 
powers, for all injuries and wrongs done by you 
to any other ; and being likewise ready to forgive 
others that have offended you, as ye would have 
forgiveness of your offences at God's hand : for 
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otherwise the rec^ving of the holy Commumon 
doth nothing else but increase your damnation. 
Therefore, if any of you be a blasphemer of God, 
an hinderer or slanderer of his Word, an adulterer, 
or be in malice, or envy, or in any other grievous 
crime, repwit you of your sins, or else come not 
to that holy Table ; lest, after the taking of that 
holy Sacrament, the devil enter into you, as he 
entered into Judas, and fill you full of all iniqui- 
ties, and bring you to destruction both of body 
and soul. 

And because it is requisite, that no man should 
come to the holy Communion, but with a ftdl trust 
in God's mercy, and with a quiet conscience ; 
therefore, if there be any of you, who by this 
means cannot quiet his own conscience herein, 
but requireth further comfort or counsel, let him 
come to me, or to some other discreet and learned 
Minister of God's Word, and open his grief; that, 
by the ministry of God's holy Word, he may re- 
ceive the benefit of absolution, together with 
ghostly counsel and advice, to the quieting of his 
conscience, and avoiding of all scruple and doubt- 
fulness. 

C 
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^lOTftn case Tie ahaU see the people negligent to come to 
the holy Commu/nion, instead of the former, he shall 
use this exhortation, 

DEARLY beloved brethren, on I intend, 
by God's grace, to celebrate the Lord's 
Supper ; unto which, in God's behalf, I bid you 
all that are here present ; and beseech you, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, that ye will not 
refuse to come thereto, being so lovingly called 
and bidden by God himself. Ye know how 
grievous and unkind a thing it is, when a man 
hath prepared a rich feast, decked his table with 
all kind of provision, so that there lacketh 
nothing but the guests to sit down ; and yet they 
who are caUed (without any cause) most \mthank~ 
fully refuse to come. Which of you in such a 
case would not be moved ? Who would not think 
a great injury and wrong done unto him ? Where- 
fore, most dearly beloved in Christ, take ye good 
heed, lest ye, withdrawing yourselves from this 
holy Supper, provoke God's indignation against 
you. It is an easy matter for a man to say, I 
will not communicate, because I am otherwise 
hindered with worldly business. But such ex- 
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CUS6S are not so easily accepted and allowed 
before God. If any man say, I am a grievous 
sinner, and therefore am afraid to come : where- 
fore then do ye not repent and amend ? When 
God calleth you, are ye not ashamed to say. Ye 
will not come ? When ye should return to God, 
will ye excuse yourselves, and say ye are not 
ready ? Consider earnestly with yourselves, how • 
little such feigned excuses wiU avail before God. 
They that refused the feast in the Gospel, because 
they had bought a farm, or would try their yokes 
of oxen, or because they were married, were not 
so excused, but counted unworthy of the heavenly 
feast. I, for my part, shall be ready; and, according 
to mine Office, I bid you in the Name of God, I 
call you in Christ's behalf, I exhort you, as ye 
love your own salvation, that ye will be partakers 
of this holy Communion. And, as the Son of 
God did vouchsafe to yield up His soul by death 
upon the Cross for yom: salvation ; so it is your 
duty to receive the Communion in remembrance 
of the sacrifice of His death, as He himself hath 
commanded : which if ye shall neglect to do, 
consider with yourselves how great injury ye do 
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unto God, and how sore piuiiQiiment hang^tib 
over your heads for the same ; when ye wilfully 
abstain from the Lord's Table, and separate frona 
your brethren, who come to 'feed on the banquet 
of that most heavenly food. Th^se things if ye 
earnestly consider, ye will by Qod*s grace return 
to a better mind : for the obtaining whereof we 
-shall not cease to make our humble petitions 
unto Almighty God our heavenly Father. 

^AttJie time of the celebration of the Commtmion, the 
Commv/nicarUs being conveniently placed for the re- 
ceiving of the. holy Sacrament, the Priest shall say this 
Exhortaii^. 

DEABLY beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to 
come to the holy Communion of the Body. 
* and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider 
how Saint Paul exhorteth all persons diligently to 
try and examine themselves, before they presume 
to eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. For 
as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent 
heart and lively faith we receive that holy Sacra- 
ment ; (for then we spirituaJly eat the Flesh of 
Chbist, and drink His Blood ; then we dwell in 
Christ, and Chbist in us ; we are one with Christ, 



THE COMMUNION. 21 

and Christ with us ;) so is the danger great, if we 
receive the same unworthily. For then we are 
guilty of the Body and Blood of Christ our Sa- 
viout ; we eat and drink our own damnation, not 
considering the Lord's Body ; we kindle Gk)D's 
wrath against us ; we provoke him to plague us 
with divers diseases, and sundry kinds of death. 
Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be 
not judged of the Lord ; repent you truly for 
your sins past; have a lively and fetedfast faith 
in Christ our Saviour ; amend your lives, and be 
in perfect charity with all men ; so shall ye be 
meet partakers of those holy mysteries. And 
above all things ye must give most humble and 
hearty thanks to Gk)D, the Father, the Son, dnd , 
the Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world 
by the death and passion of our Saviour ChrIst, 
both God and man; who did humble Himself, 
even to the death upon the Cross, for us, mise- 
rable sinners, who lay in darkness and the shadow 
of death ; that He might make us the children of 
God, and exalt us to Everlasting Life. And to the 
end that we should alway remember the exceeding 
great Love of our Master, and only Saviour, Jesus 
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Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumerable 
benefits, which by His precious Blood-shedding 
He hath obtained to us ; He hath instituted and 
ordained holy Mysteries, as pledges of His Love, 
and for a continual remembrance of His Death, to 
, our great and endless comfort. To Him, therefore, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, let us give 
(as we are most boxmden) continual thanks ; sub- 
mitting ourselves wholly to his Holy WiU and plea- 
sure, and studying to serve Him in true holiness 
and righteousness all the days of our life. Amen, 

^ Then shall the Priest say to them, that come to receive 

the holy Com/m/anion, 

TE that do truly and earnestly repent you of 
your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw near 
with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 
comfort ; and make your humble confession to 
Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

^ Then shaU this general Confession he madef in the 
name of all those that are minded to receive the holy 
Convm/wnUm, by one of the Ministers; both he cmd all 
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the people kneeling humbly upon their knees, and 
saying, 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; 
.We acknowledge and bewail our laanifold sins 
and wickedness, "Which we, from time to time, 
most grievously have committed. By thought, 
word, and deed. Against Thy Divine Majesty, 
Provoking most justly Thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent. And are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; The re- 
membrance of them is grievous unto us; The 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon 
us. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father ; 
For Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake. For- 
give us all that is past ; And grant that we may- 
ever hereafter Serve and please Thee In newness 
of life. To the honour and glory of Thy Name ; 
Through Jesus Christ oiu* Lord. Amen. 

^ Then %haU the Priest, {or the Bishop, being present,) 
sta/nd up, and, twmi/ngliimselfto the people, pronov/nce 
this Absolution. 



A 



LMIGHTY God, our Heavenly Father, 
Who of His great mercy hath" promised 
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forgiveness of sins to all them, that with he&rty 
repentance and true faith turn unto EQm; Have 
mercy upon you ; pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins ; oonfinn and strengthen you in all 
goodness ; and bring you to everlasting life ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

IT Then tkaU the Priest say, 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ 
saith unto all that truly turn to Him. 

COME unto Me, all that travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you. St.Maith, xi. 28. 
So God loved the world, that He gave His 
Only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. St John iii. 16. 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to 
be received, That Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. 1 Tim. i. 16. 

X 

Hear also what Saint John saith. 
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
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Father, Jesub Chbist the righteous ; and He is 
the propitiation for our sins. 1 St. John ii. 1. 
H Afier which the PHeet shall proceed, saying, 

Lift up your hearts. 

Jnsioer, We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Priest. Let \is give thanks unto our LoitD Gk)D. 

Answer. It is meet and right so to do. 

^ Then shaU the Priest tv/m to the Lord^s TaUe, and 

nay, 

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, Lord, ThBieword*ino\y 
Holt Father, Almighty, Ever- ^**5f ^3 ^V*- ?* 

' ' omitted on Trinity 

LASTING God. Sunday. 

^ Here shaU follow the Proper Preface, according to 
the time, if there he any spedally appointed : or else 
immedicUely shaU follow, 

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and 
with all the company of Heaven, we laud and 
magnify Thy glorious Name ; evermore praising 
Thee, and saying, 
Holy, holy, holt, Lord Qot> of hobob, heavest 

AND EARTH ARE PULL 0** ThY GLORY : GlORY BE 

TO Thee, O Lord most High. Amen* 



26 THE COMMUNION, 

PROPER PREFACES. 
TJpon Christmaa-day, and seven days after. 

BECAUSE Thou didst give JbsusChribt, Thine 
only Son, to be bom as at this time for us ; 
Who, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, was 
made very man of the substance of the Virgin 
Mary His mother ; and that without spot of sin, 
to make us clean from all sin. Therefore with 
Angels, 8fc: 

Upon Easter-day, and seven days after* 

BUT chiefly are we bound to praise Thee for 
the glorious Resurrection of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord : for He is the very Paschal Lamb, 
which was offered for us, and hath taken away 
the sin of the world ; who by His death hath 
destroyed death, and by His rising to life again 
hath restored us to everlasting life. Therefore 
with Angels, ^c. 

Upon Ascension-day, and seven days after, 

THROUGH Thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; Who, after His most glo- 
rious Resurrection, manifestly appeared to all His 
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Apostles, and in their sight ascended up into 
Heaven to prepare a place for us ; that where He 
is, thither we might also ascend, and reign with 
Him in glory. Therefore with Angels, ^c. 

Upon Whit-Simday, and six days after, 

THROUGH Jesus Chmst out Lord ; according 
to Whose most true promise, the Holy Ghost 
came down, as at this time, from Heaven with a 
sudden great sound, as it had heen a mighty 
wind, in the likeness of fiery tongues, Hghting 
upon the Apostles, to teach them, and to lead 
them to all truth ; giving them both the gift of 
divers language^, and also boldness with fervent 
zeal constantly to preach the Gospel unto all 
nations ; whereby we have been brought out of 
darkness and error into the clear light and true 
knowledge of Thee, and of Thy Son Jesus Cheist. 
Therefore with Angels, ^c. 

Upon the Feast o/" Trinity only* 

WHO art ONE God, one Lord ; not One only 
Person, but Three Persons in One Sub- 
stance. For that which we beUeve of the glory 
of the Father, the same we believe of the Son, 
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and of the Holy Ghost, without any diffefehce or 
inequality. Therefore with Angels, ^c. 

It After each of which Prefaces ahaU immediatdy he 

8img or said, 

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the company of Heaven, we 
laud and magnify Thy glorious Name ; evermore 
praising Thee, and saying. 
Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of hosts, heaven 

AND earth ABE FULL OF ThY GLORY : GlORY BE 

TO Thee, Lord most High. Amen. 

^ Th&n shaU the Priest, kneeling dovm at the Lord^s 
Table, say in the name of aU therii, that ^^wU receive 
the Commvmon, this Prayer foUmoing. 

WE do not presume to come to this Thy 
Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, biit in Thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under Thy Table. But Thou art 
the same Lord, Whose property is always to hSife 
mercy : Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, scJ to 
eat the flesh of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and 
to drink His Blood, that our sinful bodies may b^ 
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made clean by His Body, and our souls washed 
through His most precious Blood, and that we 
may eveimore dwell in Him, and He in us. Jpieu, 

IT WTien the Priest ^ standi/ng before the Table, hath ao 
ordered the Bread and Wi/ne, that he may, with the 
more readiness aaid decency, Jjreak the Bread before 
the people, and take the Cv/p into his hamds, he skaU 
say the Prayer of Consecration, asfoUoweth, 

ALMIGHTY God, our Heavenly Father, Who 
of Thy tender mercy didst give Thine oniy 
Son Jesus Chbist to suffer death upon the cross 
for our redemption ; Who made there (by His one 
oblation of Himself once offered) a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world ; and did institute, 
and in His holy Gk)spel command us to continue^ 
a perpetual memory of that His precious death, 
until His coming again ; Hear us, merciful 
Father, we most humbly beseech Thee ; and grant 
that we, receiving these Thy creatures of bread 
and wine, according to Thy Son oulr Saviour Jesus 
Chbist's holy institution, in remembrance of His 
Death and Passion, may be partakers of His most 
blessed Body and Blood: Who, in the samo luglii 
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that He was betrayed, *took . ""ff ere the Priest 

tM to take the Paten 

Bread ; and, when He had given into hie hands : 
thanks, fHe brake it, and gave it t And here to 

. _. J. . f break the Bread: 

to His disciples, saying, Take, eat, 

Ithis is My Body which is given t And here to lay 

for you \ Do this in remembrance the Bread. 

of Me. Likewise after supper He 

lltook the Cup; and, when He J.^7<?4V«2 

had given thanks. He gave it to his hand: 

them, saying. Drink ye all of this ; for this 

* is My Blood of the New Testa- ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

ment, which is shed for you and *«* *«»«f ^P^Jt^fT^ 

' <. 1 • • n vessel {he tt Chahce 

for many for the remission oi or Flagon) in which 
sins: Do this, as oft as ye shaU tZ^'^'^f*' 
drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
Amen. 

^ Then skaU the Minister first receive the Communion 
in both hinds himMlf, and then proceed to deliver the 
8am£ to the Bishops, Priests, and IkaconSf in like 
maimer, {if any he present^ and after that to the people 
also in wder, into their hands, all meekly kneeling. 
And, wh^n he ddivereth the Bread to any one, he shall 
say, 

THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was given for thee, preserve thy body and 
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soul unto everlasting life. Take and eat this, in 
remembrance that Chbist died for thee, and feed 
on Him in thy heart by fidth with thanksgiving. 

% And the Minister, that ddivereth the Owp to cmy one, 

shaU Kty, 

THE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul vmto everlasting life. Drink this in remem- 
brance that Christ's Blood was shed for thee, and 
be thankful. 

% If the consecrcUed Bread or Wine he aU spent before 
aU ha/oe commimicated, the Priest is to consecrate 
more according to the Form before prescribed ; begin- 
ning at [Our Saviour Christ in the same night, dcc^ 
for the blessing of the Bread ; and at [Likewise after 
Supper, <fec.] for the blessing of the Gup. 

^ When all have comm/inicated, the Minister shall reiwm 
to the Lord^s Table, and reverently plaice upon it whai 
remaineth of the consecrated Elements, covering the 
same with a fair linen cloth, 

IT Then shall the Priest say the LwdHs Prayer, :the 
people repeating after him every Petition. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
Will be done in earth, As it is in Heaven. Give 
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US this day our daily bread. And fbrgive us our 
trespasses, As we fbrgiya them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
*But deliver us from evil : For Thine is the Bang^ 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, For ever 
and ever. Amen. 

H After tihaU he said asfoUoweth, 

OLORD and Heavenly Father, we Thy humble 
servants entirely desire Thy Fatherly (Good- 
ness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving ; most hmnbly beseech- 
ing Thee to grant, that, by the merits and death 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His 
Blood, we and all Thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of 
His Passion. And here we oifer and present unto 
Thee, Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to 
be a retisonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
Thee; humWy beseeching Thee, that all we,- who 
are partakers of this holy Communion, may be 
fulfilled with Thy grace and heavenly benediction. 
And although we. be unworthy, through our 
manifold sins^ to ofier imto Thee any sacrifice, 
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yet we beseech Thee to accept this our bounden 
duty and service ; not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; by Whom, and with Whom, in the imity of 
the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto 
Thee, 6 Father Almighty, world without end. 

Amen, 

Or this, 

ALMIGHTY and evbrmving God, we most 
heartily thank Thee, for that Thou dost 
vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly received 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of Thy Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and dost assure us 
thereby of Thy favour and goodness towards us ; 
and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of Thy Son, which is the blessed 
company of all^ &ithfiil people ; and are also 
heirs through hope of Thy Everlasting Kingdom, 
by the merits of the most precious Death and 
Passion of Thy dear Son. And we most humbly 
beseech Thee, O Heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with Thy grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good works as 

D 
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Tbiou hast prepared for xlr to walk in ; throiagh 
Jesus Chbist our Lord, to Whom, with Thee and 
the Hoi*y Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 
without eivd^ Jmen. 

1 Then tkdU he said, or stmg^ 

GLOKY be to God on high, and in earth pe&Qe, 
good will towards men. We praise Thee, 
We bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 
we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, O 
IlOBO) God, Heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 

Lord, the only-begotten Scaa Jbsu Ohbibt ; 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
meroy upon us. Thou, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou, that 
takest away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. Thou that sitteet at the ri^^t hand of 
Qod the Father^ have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy ; Thou only art the 
Lord; Thou oidy, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father, Amen. 
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U Then the PrteH, (or Biahep, if he he prennt,) ^aU, let 
them depart wiUi this hleuing. 

THE Peace of God, which passeih all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in 
the Knowledge and Love of Qod, and oi His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord : and the blessing of Qod 
ALMiaHTY, the Fatheb, the Sour, and the HoibT 
Ohost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always. Amen, 

% OoUeete to he said after Hhe Qfertory, tehen tftertf is no 
ComnMmion, every wch dap one or more; and the 
edme may be said also, a>8 often as occasion ^uUl serve, 
after the Collects either of Morning or Evening 
Prayer f CofMnunion, or lAtany, by the discretion of 
the Minister, 

ASSIST us mercifully, Lord, in these our 
supplications and prayers, and dispose the 
way of Thy servants towards the attainment of 
everlasting salvation ; that, among all the changes 
and chances of this mortal life, they may ever be 
defended by Thy most gracious and ready help ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

O ALMIGHTY Lord, and EVBRLAsmfa God, 
vouchsafe, we beseech Thee, to direct, sanc- 
tify, and govern, both our hearts and bodies, in 
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the ways of Thy Laws, and in the works of Thy 
Commandments ; that through Thy most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be pre- 
served in body and soul; through o\ir Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Chkist. Amen, 

GRANT, we beseech Thee, AT.MraHTY God, 
that the words, which we have heard this day 
with our outward ears, may through Thy grace be 
so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they may 
bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the 
honour and praise of Thy Name ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Atnen, 

PREVENT us, Lord, in all our doings with 
Thy most gracious favour, and further us 
with Thy continual help ; that in all our works, 
begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may 
glorify Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy mercy 
obtain everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY God, the Fountam of all Wisdom, 
Who knowest our necessities before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking ; We beseech Thee to 
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have compassion upon our infirmities ; and those 
things, which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
and for our blindness we cannot ask, vouchsafe 
to give us, for the worthiness of Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY God, Who hast promised to hear 
the petitions of them, that ask in Thy Son's 
Name; We beseech Thee mercifully to incline 
Thine ears to us, that have made now our prayers 
and supplications unto Thee ; and grant, that 
those things, which we have &dthfully asked ac- 
cording to Thy Will, may effectually be obtained, 
to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting 
forth of Thy glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

^ Upan the Swndays and other Holy-dwys (if there he 
no Commvimifm) ahall he said aU tJiat is appointed at 
• th£ Comm/imion, ttvUU the end of the general Prayer 
[For the whole state of Christ's Church militant 
here in earth] together with one or vnore of these 
Collects last hefore rehearsed, concludmg wUh the 



% And there shaU he no celebration of the Lord^s Sfwpper, 
except there he a convenient numher to communicate 
with the Priest, according to his discretion. 
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H And,if there he not above twenty per$ona in the Pcmjh 
of discretion to receive the Commtmion; yet there shaU 
be no Commwnion, except ftywr (or three at the least) 
comnmnicate vnJth the Priest. 

H Andi in GaJthed/rat and OoUegiate Chwrehes, and 
Colleges, where there a/re many Priests and DetECons, 
they shall aU receive the Communion vnih the Priest 
every Stmday ai the least, except they have a reason- 
aide GOfose to the contrary. 

% And, to take away aU occasion of dissension, and 
superstition, which any person hath or might have 
concerning the Bread and Wine, it shall suffice that 
the Bread he such as is usual to he eaten, hut the hest 
and pitrest Whea/t Bread that conveniently may he 
gotten, 

^ And, if amAf of the Bread and Wine remain unconse- 
crated, the Curate fSiaH have it to his own use : htit, if 
any remain of that which was consecrated, it shall 
not he carried out of the Church, hut the Priest, and 
such other of the Commimicants as he shaU then caU 
wUo him, shaU, immediately after the Blessing, reve^ 
rently eat and drink the same. 

H IT^e Bread and Wine for the Communion ihaU he 
provided hy the Curate and the Church-^watrdens, at 
the charges of the Parish. 

^ And note, that every Pa/rishioner shaU commumcate 
at the least three times in the year, of which Easter to 
he one. And yearly, at Easter, every Parishioner 
shaU reckon with the Parson, Vicar, or Curate, or 
his or their Deputy or Deputies: amd pay to them or 
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him all EccUdoatical JhUies, accustamahly due, then 
and at that time to he paid. 

^ After the Divine Service ended, the money given at 
the Offertory shall he disposed of to such pious and 
charitahle uses, (W the Minister and Church-wcwdens 
shaU think Jit. Wherei/n if they disagree, U shaU he 
disposed of as the Ordinary shall appoint. 

" TTTHEREAS it is ordained, in this Office for the 
" TV Administration of the Lord's Supper, that 
*' the Communicants should receive the same kneeling ; 
'* (which order is well meant, for a signification of 
'' our humble and grateful acknowled^ent of the 
" benefits of Christ therein given to lul worthy Re- 
<< ceivers, and for the avoiding of such profanation 
"and disorder in the holy Communion, as might 
'^ otherwise ensue ;) yet, lest the same kneeling should 
'' by any persons, either out of ignorance and infirmity, 
** or out of malice and obstinacy, be misconstrued 
" and depraved ; It is hereby declared, That thereby 
** no adoration is intended, or ought to be done, either 
** unto the Sacramental ^*ead or Wine there bodily 
<< received, or unto any Corporal Presence of Christ's 
''natural Flesh and Blood. For the Sacramental 
** Bread and Wine remain still in their very natural 
** substances, and therefore may not be adored ; (for 
" that were Idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful 
** Christians ;) and the natural Body and Blood of our 
" Saviour Christ are in Heaven, and not here; it being 
" against the truth of Christ's natural Body to be at 
" one time in more places than one." 
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The gift of Eternal Life is the mystery, which 
lies beneath the history of the modem world 
and interprets it ; just as the expectation of this 
gift, the longing for a manifestatic^ of God, is 
the mystery, which lies beneath the history of 
the ancient world and interprets it. One is em- 
bodied in the ordinances of the Christian Chiurch, 
as the other was embodied in the ordinances of 
the Jewish Nation. 

The gracionsness and fulness of this gift are 
commensurate with its awfiilness. How can it be 
otherwise than awfiil, that Qod Himself should 
be with us ; should be offering to come to us, 
and hold converse with us? How can it be 
otherwise than the very blessedness, which a 
spiritual creature asks for, and cannot bear to 
want 1 Is it not perilous to shut the door of 
the heart to such a visitant ? Is it not perilous 
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to seem to spurn it, and to forget whom we are 
receiving ? 

But are we investing bread and wine with 
some magical properties? Are we supposing 
that they admit us into a Piresence, which but 
for them would be far from us ? Do they not 
rather bear witness, by their simplicity, by their 
universality, that it is ahoa^s near to us, near to 
every one? Do they not say, "Will you live, 
" move, haVfe your being, in God, and yet be 
'^ practically at a distance from Him, because 
" you will not let Him approach you, enter into 
" converse with you, subdue you?*' Shall all this 
Love be about us day by day, and shall we be 
living, shut out from its power and influence, in 
a region of ice ? 

Do you answer, " But may not many have en- 
'^ joyed this Presence, may not many ei\joy it 
<' now, who do not taste the elements?" 

Believe, and give thanks, that it is so. Ao- 
knowledge with hearty delight every fruit of 
Qod*s Spirit, which you see in any person, who 
rejects every Christian ordinance. Canvass it 
not, try not to make out that it is imreal, lest 
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you blaspheme the Holy Qhoet. Prize this 
Sacrament as the witness, the deepest, truest, 
simplest witness, that Gk>d is with men, that all 
good things are from Him, that nothing can be 
true in us but what is the reflection of His Truth. 
Do not you discard it^ because it is so childlike, 
because it carries such a whisper of Lof^e to each 
individual- hearty — ^because it puts you on a level 
with hundreds, who, you fancy, may know less 
and feel less, may know nothing and feel nothing. 
Oh ! think of God's Love, and not of your neigh- 
bour's sins, or of your own advancement. The 
Church invites you to come with the most pro- 
found confession of sins, which can be put into 
language. Let no one persuade you that your 
heavier sins are those, which you share with the 
general congregation, — ^that^ being communicants, 
you have only venial sins to cast off and be de- 
livered from. May Qtod put this horrible and 
accursed pride far from us ! 

The commimicant should feel the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin as none other does. He should 
feel sin, not as that which may bring a pimish- 
ment after it, but as that which is itself the 
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intolerable burden. He should regard it, not as 
something to be weighed in human scales, but as 
the contradiction of Gods own nature, the re- 
sistance to His Love. The nearer his contact 
with the perfect Light, the greater must be the 
sense of the darkness which will not comprehend 
it, the more certain must he be that this dark- 
ness is in himself. If we suffer the Church to 
lead our hearts in these confessions, we shall ap- 
prehend what infinite Mercy is about us and the 
whole universe; we shall be appalled by the 
selfishness, by which we have kept that Love at 
a distance; we shall tremble, as we consider what 
our state must be, if that selfishness should 
become fixed, triumphant, unresisted ; we shall 
cast ourselves and all upon that Love, which is 
a deep below all other deeps; in lowliness of 
heart we shall ask that the Eternal Life, of which 
we have counted ourselves unworthy, may be 
granted us for His worthiness. Who went through 
death, the grave, and hell, that He might obtain 
it for us.— 0» the Prayer Book, Serm. XVL 
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(2.) TH^ CONSECRATION. 

Think only of the freedom, the fellowship of 
hope— not only compatible with, but inseparable 
from humiliation and fear — ^implied in inter- 
course with the Prince and Forerunner, Who has 
actually broken through the barrier of space and 
time, Whose body has been subjected to the 
events and sufferings of mortality, and Who is 
now glorified with the glory which He had with 
the Father before the worlds were, and hereafter 
to be manifested in the sight of quick and dead. 
Bring these thoughts before you in connexion 
with the words, " This is my Body," and with the 
command, that we should ^' show forth His death 
till He come." And then reflect, if you can, on 
the notion, that all these blessings do in some 
way dwell in the bread and wine ! Surely what 
we need is, that they should be made a perfectly 
transparent medium, through which His glory 
may be manifested — ^that nothing should be 
really beheld by the spirit of the worshippers, 
save Him into whose Ftesenoe they are brought. 
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For this end the elements require a solemn 
consecration from the priest, through whom 
Christ distributes them to His flock ; — ^not that 
they may be clothed with some new and peculiar 
attributes, — ^not that they may acquire some es- 
sential and miraculous virtue, but-^that they may 
be diverted from their ordinary uses, — that they 
may become purely Bacnuneatal. No doubt the 
world is Ml of sacraments. Morning and even- 
ing, ihe kind looks and parting words of friends, 
the lait^ of childhood, daily bread, sickness and 
death, all have a holy saeramental meaning, and 
should as such be viewed by us. But then they 
have auoiher meaning, whidl keeps this out of 
sight, if we would have them translated to us, we 
need some pure untroubled element, which has no 
significancy, except as the CHrgan through which 
the voice of Qod speaks to man, and tbrot^h 
which he may answer, " Thy servant heareth." 

Such we believe are this Inread and wine, when 
redeemed to His service. Let us not deprive 
them of their ethereal whiteness and deamess, 
by the colours of our fancy, or the clouds of our 
ioiMeQL-'^TAe Kingdom of Christy voL ii. p. 106. 
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(8.) REST. 
"Come vnio UB, dR that are wea/ry" 

Life and Best are for you ; but you. must cour 
fess that they are not yours, before you can pos- 
sess them. — Serm. on the Frai/er JBook, p. 274. 



Believe that He, Who is speaking to thee, in 
thy heart and conscience, is thy Friend, and 
Lord, and Brother, — One, Whom thou mayest 
trust, — One, Whom thou mayest rest upon in all 
troubles,* — One, Whom thou mayest fly to in all 
tGmptations,«>-Oiie, Who can purge thee from all 
sina ; and thou Aasi the secret both of knowledge 
and of peace. 

I want to live in the Li^t of a Gountenanee, 
which nerer ceases to smile upon me. I want to 
behold One, and behold Him constantly. Who will 
not love me to-day and forget me to-morrow, but 
Who will be the sanae at all seasone, — ^Who will 
be ^^ the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." 
I want honour ; but, if I am inerely honoured for 
somethixig that I do^ for some labour that / 
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undertake, I feel how poor and weak I am, — ^how 
utterly undeserving of that perpetual honour, 
which I desire, and without which I cannot be 
content. Oh ! surely I must long to behold the 
honour and glory of Another, to delight myself in 
thaty to lose myself in that, — to forget that I am 
anything, in my delight to see Him exalted, — ^to 
find all the blessedness I seek for, not in myself 
but in Him. — Christmas Day and other Sermons, 
p. 94. 



The true rest of Man's spirit is in Love. When 
it can find an object that it can really embrace 
and delight in, then it may indeed forget itself — 
then it may lose the miserable restlessness of 
consciousness, and yet live only the more for 
doing so. And, therefore, this is what men want, 
and that only can be a gospel or "good news" to 
man, which shows him how this want is supplied. 
K there be not some Person, to Whom each man 
may feel he is imited, in Whom he may realize 
his own life, and in Whom there is an inexhaus- 
tible Fountain of Life, we must go on sorrowing 
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for ever, — surrounded by a world, which offers us 
continual hints of a blessing that can never be 
reached, — ^hemmed in by death, which declares 
that all hopes of discovering it are gone for ever. 
But, if the words of the Bible be true, this is not 
the state of man. There is One, Who had a right 
to say to the poor woman of Judea, " I am the 
Resurrection and the Life/* There is One, Who 
showed by raising a man out of the grave, that 
by His Life men live. If our Baptism be true, 
we are muted to Him ; if our Creed be true, we 
may realize this imion, from day to day, by trust 
in Him. If the Lord's Supper be true, we may 
throw off our selfishness, and, as members of 
One Body, be sustained by the Spirit, Which is 
in the One Lord and Head of it. If our Funeral 
Service be true, we may believe that there is in 
this trust, and union, and love, that which death 
cannot interrupt or disturb, — ^yea, that death 
changed its nature, when it passed upon Christy 
and became a new birth. Here, my brethren, is 
the rest which men have sought for, and could 
not find. It is rest in the real Love of a real 
Person^ Who has shown that we are related to 

B 
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Him, and that He cares for na, by taking ottr 
nature and bearing our death ; and Who has done 
this, that we might be delivered from our death, 
and be made partakers of His True and Heayenly 
IMe.'^'CAmtm^ Uiay and other Semums, pp^ 330, 
331. 



(4.) BiPTISM;AL QAI^lilNa 
« If thm he the Son of OocL** 

As the Tempter said to our Blessed Lord, h© 
says to e^h, of us, " If thou be the ohild of God." 
As his first object, was to create a doubt in Sis 
Hund,, whether that voice, which He heard at Bia 
baptism» was a true voice or no, so his first endea- 
yoar is to ereate in our minds a doubt, whether 
the echo of that voice, which we heard in our 
baptism,, proc^uming us to be cMLdren ol Qod 
j^ Him, was a true echo or no. fi^ knows 
that, as the life ol the Son of Qod stood in £utb, 
so the life of us, the adopted children of Gknl, 
M^ands in fidth. He knows that^ if we doubt the 
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witness, which Qod giyes hb of our adoption^ we 
give up that life, as He would have given up His 
own amazing life, if He had hearkened to that 
temptati(»i. 

Believe that^ — eveiy looment the tempter 
would have you doubt your calHng and adoption 
of Gk>d, would have you seeking some other evi- 
dence of it, than the fiebct that He stamped you 
His at baptism, — ^believe that thus he would rob 
you of all the fruits of the life, which belongs to 
you as children of God. To some he gives sopg; 
he stupefies them, that they may forget their 
birthright, may never know what it means. To 
some he gives potioMs, which make them feverish 
and restless, that they may not be content with 
Gk>d's witness, but may crave for some signs, such 
as the Jews asked of our Lord. But, with all, hia 
purpose is the same. It is to destroy the life of 
fidth. It is to sepaotbte us from the Son, even as 
he would have sepairated Him from the Father. 

And, secondly, as he would rob us of the life of 
£euth, so he would rob us too of the life of obedi* 
eiioe. He woxdd make us think that the privilege, 
which God gives us, in making us His children. 
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is that we should have some great power, that 
we should be higher than our brethren, that we 
should be able to command. He would take from 
us the blessed truth, (which is the very staff of 
our being,) that our privilege i^ to submit and to 
obey, — ^to show forth God*s power and not our 
own power, — ^to be servants, not masters. 

Lastly, in both these ways, the tempter would 
be taking from you the life of love, that power of 
helping your brethren, which he wished to take 
from your Lprd and Master. While we abide by 
faith in the Son of Qod, claiming the portion and 
inheritance of children in Him, while we are con- 
tent to submit to Him, to be commanded and 
not to command, God useth us for this purpose, 
God worketh in us to will and to do His good 
pleasure. To some He may give one station in 
His Church, to some another. Some may have 
a larger part of His vineyard to cultivate, some a 
smaller. But all are His servants, all are pei^ 
forming His errands, all, in their own sphere and 
vocation, are the ministers of Him, Who came, 
not to be ministered Tinto, but to minister, and 
to give His life a ransom for many. 
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It is this life of £uth, of ol)edience, of love, 
which the Son of God would day by day be 
renewing in you. He calls you to that altar now, 
that He may renew it in you, that He may 
acknowledge you as His Father's children, that 
He may give you a heart to serve Him, that He 
may give you power to love your brethren even 
as yourselves. There He will answer the tempter's 
suggestions for you, as He answered them for 
Himself ; there He will perform a greater wonder 
than that to which the Evil Spirit invited Him. 
He will not command stones to be made bread ; 
He will take the bread, and say, " Thou also shalt 
live by every word which proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. Eat ; this is my body." — Christmas 
Day and other Sermons, p. 168. 
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(5.) THE aA.CBIFICE OF CHBIST. 

Our Lord's Sacrifice is not merely a pattern or 
example of our sacrifices, nor merely the power 
by which these sacrifices are effected. It must 
have an entirely distinct character ; otherwise it 
is of no worth as an example or as a power. The 
Sacrifice of Christ is that, with which alone God 
can be satisfied, and in the sight of which alone 
He can contemplate our race. It is, therefore, 
the only meetiiig-point of commimion with Him. 
But, this communion being established, it must 
be by presenting the finished sacrifice before God, 
that we both bear witness what our position is, 
and realize the glory of it. — Kingdom of Chrut^ 
vol. ii. pp. 91, 93. 
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(6.) BROUGHT NEAK BY HIS BLOOD. 

" Now in Christ Jesiu, yet wTio were tometimet far offt are 
made nigh by the Blood of Christ** 

He, firom Whom men were turning away — ^to 
shun Whose Presence they would have taken the 
wings of the morning, or have made their bed in 
hell — ^presented Himself to them as One, Who was 
iseeking after them, claiming them as His chil- 
dren, sending His own Son to earth, to death, to 
the grave, to hell, that He might fetch them 
Home. The Blood, the actual human Blood, which 
had been poured out, testified of a human life in 
Christ— of a union with them. But the Love, 
which came out in His Death, signified a deeper 
life, the Life of Gk)d. It was the Love of a Father, 
exhibited, as Love only can be exhibited, in sacri- 
fice ; it was the Love of a Brother, reflecting that 
love, consimimating the sacrifice in death. It 
spoke, not to the eye that gazed on idols of wood 
and stone, not to the slavish fear that crouched 
before powers of earth and sea and air. It spoke 
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to the man himself, to the being who used those 
eyes, who was beset with those fears. It roused 
him to the recollection of the Being, about the 
bed and about the board. Who could not be beheld 
in the likeness of anything above or beneath. 
Whom the heart trembled to hear of, and yet in 
Whom it was created to trust and to live. It 
assured him that there was One, in Whom that 
Being could be well pleased ; One, in Whom He 
could meet His creatures ; One, Who had poured 
out His life-blood, in obedience to His Will, for 
their sakes. The Cross, the Blood, said all this, 
and infinitely more than this, to the spirit that 
had been losing itself amidst world-gods, and was 
just beginning to dream of its Father's house. 
St. Paul knew how poor words were, as a transla- 
tion of all the secret love-messages and pledges, 
which the Blood of Christ carried to the wan- 
derer. He resorted to explanations where they 
were necessary ; he always joyfully returned to 
the language which implied an Act, Sufferings, 
a Person. — Sermons on Sacrifice^ p. 203. 
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(7.) THE DABKNESS OF SIN. 
" Ood is Light, cmd in Him is no darkness at all. 



tf 



Thb pit of darkness, which we have to dread, is 
not that, into which Christ went down, and from 
which He ascended again ; but it is the pit of 
selfishness, of hatred, of despair, upon the edge 
of which we are continually playing — ^gathering 
flowers, while the grim tyrant is watching us, and 
marking us for his prize — and from which only 
One, Mightier than the Prince of this world and 
the Prince of Darkness, can deliver us. Those, 
who are possessed with this idea^ ought not to be 
less earnest than others, in their entreaty with 
men not to yield themselves to evil — ^not to 
admit it to parley with their hearts and under- 
standings — ^not to tolerate its dominion. They 
should be much more earnest, just because their 
hope is so much stronger — ^becausd they are so 
sure that there is a Deliverer at hand, and that 
men are refusing that Deliverer, are choosing 
darkness rather than light, when they go in 
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crooked courses. But this language must sound 
contradictory, if it is merely listened to with the 
outward ear. They must at the same moment 
speak of an Infinite LovC) which is embracing us 
round, claiming us for its own, refusing to part 
with us ; and of a self-will, which is resisting that 
Love, trying to do without it, and which may 
carry on the war for ever. They must teU men 
what the hardening of the heart consists in, how 
easily it increases in one and all of us, in spite of 
much knowledge, high professions, holy duties, 
holy ministries committed to us — ^in spite of the 
experience of sorrow, the sense of vanity in visible 
things, the conscience of wrong, the sight of excel- 
lence in others, and the admiration of it, the 
remembrance of dying beds, and of those who 
have shown us love and done us good. With all 
things about us seemingly biassing us to good, 
that mind may be forming in us which formed 
itself in Judas, while he was walking with, and 
listening to, the Son of God, and {yreaching His 
Kingdom to men. By proud thoughts, contempt 
of others, indignation at their contempt of us, 
self-pleasing, self-seeking, in common or in holy 
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acts, — ^thus, without flagrant immoralities^ or any 
loss of respect from our fellow-creatures, nay, 
most, perhaps, while we are studying to keep it, 
— ^may we be contracting a character, which defies 
the impressions of Love, which leads us to turn 
from the Holy One of iBrael^ and to wish that He 
should cease from us. 

We have heard of holy and wise men, on their 
dying beds, being i^paUed by a sense of moral 
evil, and of that evil as their own, which they 
had never experienced before. Do not suppose 
they were haunted with thoughts of pumsimentSf 
which God had appointed for them. An un- 
loving act or thought has seemed to them, in that 
hour, more terrible than all penalties, which the 
most cruel imagination ever devised or inflicted. 
Selfishness has stood out before them, as the real 
essence of the Devil-nature ; and the thought, hiow 
near it had been to them, how nearly they had 
succumbed to it, has given them an unspeakable 
shudder, when the hope of awaking up after 
Qod's likeness, and being satisfied with it, was 
becoming hri^teBtr^Sermons on the Prayer Book, 
p. 269. 
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(8.) CONCESSION OF PAST SIN. 

Never, for a single instant, ought we to make 
light of that craving for pardon, that sense of 
an infinite burden of evil already committed, 
which has given rise to every confessional and 
penance that has existed, or does exist, in the 
world. There are some who would persuade us, 
that, to dwell on that which has been, is a mere 
device of priestcraft; that> provided we can do 
the right thing now, we may be well content, 
whatever we may have to reproach ourselves 
with in the years that are gone by. To them 
the prayer of the Psalmist, " Eemember not the 
sins of my youth," seems to be the utterance of 
a vain and self-tormenting superstition. Dear 
brethren! do "not let us delude ourselves with 
these half-truths, which sound so exceedingly 
plausible, which prove, in experience, so utterly 
worthless. We do feel the sins of our youth, we 
ififfe assaulted every day and hour by thoughts^ 
words, acts, which we have left years behind us. 
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And, oh ! are we not deeply and awfully aware 
that recollections which we would give worlds to 
preserve, recollections of forms and &ces, and 
loving words spoken, and loving acts done, may 
pass away from us, almost, it would seem, into 
utter darkness ; while words and acts, that we 
should like to bury thousands of fathoms deep, 
survive and reappear at men's feasts — at God*s 
Feast — ^to make the present and the future dark 
alike? 

But now, if only there was a voice to say to us, 
" God hath set forth His Son to be a propitiation, 
" through faith in His Blood, to declare His 
'' righteousness for the remission of the sins 
" that are past ;" if God could be declared to us 
as the Propitiator — as the Being, Who puts away 
sins because He is righteous, because He would not 
have us* tied and yoked to evil, because He would 
make us His free and true servants ; i^ instead 
of this declaration being merely made in words, 
the^o^;^ of Christ's death could be proclaimed, 
as the sure declaration of Qod!a righteousness in 
the forgiveness of sins ; how should we feel that 
neither suicide nor atheism was the refuge from 
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the past, but faith in Him Who knows it all, Who 
is, and was, and is to come,-^fiedth in Him, as 
manifested in the Sacrifice of His Son, — ^faith in 
Him, as desiring to make ns partakers of His 
own righteous Mind ! How naturally would this 
faith find its fdU expression in confession to 
Him, Who so thoroughly understands the length 
and breadth of the eyil. Who sees it no^ as man 
sees it, tiirough i^e l^tundering, stammering 
phrases of the penitent, and Who so much more 
desires the deliverance and reformation of the 
offender, than he has even yet learned to desire 
it 1 How cheerfully should we, holding &st this 
faith in such a Being, accept His punishments, — 
of whatever kind they be, — as the tokens that 
He is educating, disciplining, purifying, the child 
whom He has adopted \ — Sermons on Sacrt/iee^ 
pp. 156—160. 
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(9.) FORGIVENESS OP SIN. 

"Forgive w <mr trespaswtf as we forgive them that 

trespass against tis,** 

Wnk must thoroughly believe and understand 
that, what seems to be a limiting condition of 
this request, is really an enlargement of its scope 
or power. For each man says within himself, 
" Upon me lies a burden, which I cannot shift 
" upon any oiker human creature— the burden of 
" duties unfulfilled, of words unspoken, or spoken 
"violently and untruly, of holy relationships 
"neglected, of days wasted for ever, of evil 
"thoughts once cherished, which are ever ap- 
" pearing now as fresh, as when they were first 
" admitted into the heart, of talents cafit away, 
" of affections in myself, or in others, trifled with, 
''of light within turned to darkness.'' Things 
come back with a fearful distinctness ; the very 
act of which conscience testifies, every circum- 
stanoe^ look, tone, clearly recorded. It is no 
dream of the night. The voice, be it from 
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Heaven or Hell, is a real one, which says, " It is 
done, and cannot be undone," and *' Thou art the 
man/' What signifies it that years have passed 
away ? The act is gone, but thou art stiU the 
same. The act is gone into eternity, and there it 
will meet thee. 

: We ask to be forgiven, and the revelation of 
God's Mercy in Christ, of the Love which is in 
Himself, of the perfect atonement made once for 
all, is an answer.. It seems to be only transitory. 
We try to fall back upon it, and feel that that 
which we trusted in yesterday is not so strong 
to-day. Why 1 Because we asked too little, — ^be- 
cause we did not enter into the fulness of the 
word "remit," "send away," our sins. If we had, 
we should have prayed, not for a momentary 
sense of forgiveness, but for the spirit of forgive- 
ness ; — ^not merely that we may know what God 
is, and is to us, but what He can accomplish in 
us ; — ^that we may understand in Him, and show 
forth in ourselves, that mercy, which is no tole- 
rance of wrong, but the tormentor of it, — ^which 
does not reject stem discipline, but makes it an 
instrument, — ^which is a fire to consume the evil 
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of all in whom it dwells, of all to whom it reabbes. 
Forgiveness is 3K>t forgiveness, when it is turned 
to our ease and comfort. It is in its nature 
expansive, diffusive ; it cannot be cooped up in 
the heart of any creature ; it must go forth into 
the open air, or it dies. God's forgiveness, free, 
large, absolute as it is, only reaches a man's 
heart, when it subdues his imbrotherly -nature, 
and makes him forgiving. The debts, we know 
it well, cannot loose their penal hold upon the 
conscience, their present and future terror, till 
love comes in to fulfil them and transfer them ; 
till the man, who in his pride thought aU nations 
owed him homage, learns to say, ''/am a debtor 
to Jew and Greek — ^to bond and free." The sense 
of sin, sin itself, does not finally depart from the 
conscience, till Love, its great enemy, possesses 
the ground which it once occupied — ^till he, who 
was crushed under the sense oi powerlesaness 
and evil, ** To will is present with me, but how 
to do that, which I will, I find not," can ezelaim^ 
^' He worketh in us to will and to do His good 
pleasure," and^ ''I can do all things through 
Christ, Which strengtheneth me." 

F 
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Wherefore, as it should be one of our saddest 
confessions, that we have not lived as if we were 
under the law of forgiveness, which Gk>d has 
established for us and for all, so also let us 
earnestly believe, whenever we pray, that we are 
praying to a forgiving and mercifvd Father, who 
can yet do for us more than we ask or think, — 
even inJ^piring us with His. own Love, and ena- 
bhng us to walk in Love, and to forgive all who 
are indebted to us, as He for Christ^s sake has 
forgiven us. — On the Lord^s Frayer^ Sermon VL 



(10.) REPENTANCE. 

A CALL to turn to Gkxi may be very practical, 
when the voice of the teacher points to no specific 
offences, nay, when the conscience itself is awake 
to none. A dull mechanical temper of mind — 
obedience to mere custom — ^impulses communi- 
cated from without, not from a Spirit within— 
a will recognising no higher law than the opinion 
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of men — ^this is that turning away from God, that 
implicit denial of His Presence, which makes it 
a most needful thing, that the call should go forth 
from some human lips, and be echoed by un- 
wonted natural calamities, and be received as 
coming straight from the mouth of the Lord, 
" Bepent, and be converted." 

Bepentance is God's choicest and deepest gift ; 
repentance for our habitual dreariness and cold- 
ness, for that shallowness of heart, which over- 
takes us, where we are surrounded with the 
tokens of His Presence, where we are partakers 
of the ordinances of His grace ; which those very 
privileges seem to produce in us ; from which 
troubles, individual or national, cannot of them- 
selves deliver us. Divines may have infinite 
refinements about the mode, degrees, and efiect, 
of repentance. That one phrase of Scripture, 
" turning to God,'' contains, I think, all that we 
can say of it. " Man ! thou art living, moving, 
'* having thy being, in One, Whom thou art 
^< habitually forgetting. That forgetfulness makes 
"thee forget thy brethren, — yea, and, in the 
"truest sense, forget thyself. Thou dost not 
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" know what thou art, whither thou art tending. 
" AU the earth is a riddle to thee. Thy fellow 
^ men are hindrances in thy way. Thou art thine 
^' own great curse and terror, 

" ReooUeet from Whcnn oome the thoughts 
" and impulses of the mind and will within thee, 
^' Who can make those thoughts and impulses an 
*' order instead of a diaos. Turn round to the 
"Light) wMoh j» ever sending flashes into tiie 
"midst <^ thy darkness. Ask that instead of 
" such momentary appearances, from which thou 
"^i^irmkj^st as a guilty thing surprised,' it may 
"penetrate thee> and possess thee, axid foeoonae 
" thy constant habitation. Open thine eyes, and 
^* see what witnesses there are of this light all 
" around thee. Every chureh, every prayer, every 
" season of the year, is testifying of it, and *e- 
'< minding thee of it. These are visible things, 
^ established upon earth, powerless in themselves, 
" but [^gns of a Kingdom of Heaven, signs of 
" a power which cui transform thee, and tians- 
" form ihe world. When thou yieldest liiyself to 
*' its transforming en&rgy, thou wilt not bear to 
" see the earth lying crushed under the weight of 



" its sins and oppressioDa Thou wilt beUeve in 
^'thy heart, and declare with thy lips, that, 4n 
''Mount Zion and in Jerusalem^' in the Church 
" which Qod has set up, in the people who helieve 
'* in His Love, there is a prophecy of dehverance 
^ for the uniyer8e."-^Pro^^« 0i$d Kin^s, p. 183. 



(11.) HTJMILITT. 

Bbbellion against a perfect Will,-«rwhich has 
been manifesting itself in , acts of love to all 
(creatures, which has been exhibitiug its power, 
its redeeming power, over them, and through 
them, and in them,-.has been the misery of Jew 
as weU as Gentile. This has been the cause of 
the blindness, the incapacity of discerning that 
Will, which has come upon both. Simple sub- 
mission, an entire surrender of man's self to God, 
is that reasonable sacrifice, by which the man 
puts himself in the right state, claims his true 
relation, acquires the capacity of seeing that, 
which had been hidden from him, or inverted. 
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Offering up that sacrifice, there would be no 
more that self-exaltation, that boasting of one 
above another, which is the destruction of Chris- 
tian fellowship. With that sacrifice begins the 
faithful performance of all assigned tasks and 
ofl&oes — ^the knowledge on the part of each man 
of what he is — ^the cheerful doing of his own work 
as God*s work, without intruding upon the work 
of his brother. Humility in this sense becomes, 
not an ornamental virtue of the individual, but 
a necessary condition of his place in the common- 
wealth. Out of it fiow all other graces, zeal, 
fervency, hope, patience, prayer, hospitality, for^ 
giveness of persecutors, sympathy, the abandon- 
ment of vengeance to God, the effort to subdue 
the evil of an enemy by good,— Unity of the New 
Testament, p. 389. 
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(12.) INDIVIDUAL, CALLING. 

The time, when you made the holiest resolu- 
tions, — ^when you struggled most with the powers 
of evil, — ^when you said it should not be your 
master, — ^when Love conquered you, and freed 
you from other chains that you might wear her 
chains, — that was the true index to the Divine 
Purpose concerning you ; that tells you what 
the Spirit of God is every hour working in you 
that you may be. You may not be able to revive 
the feeling, that you had then. But He, Who gave 
you the feeling, He is with you, is striving with 
you, that you may will and do of His good pleasure. 
Only do not strive with Him, that He may leave 
you to yourself, and to the power of eviL — PrO' 
pKets and KingSy p. 34. 
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(13.) THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 

So long as there are evil deeds done in the 
world, so long, for the sake of society, must there 
be punishment, severe, certain, unsparing. So 
long as there is a flesh in man, disposing him to 
those evil deeds, so long, for the sake of the man 
himself must there be a law denouncing that 
punishment against him, making him feel that 
he is liable to it. So long as there is an evil 
Spirit promptiDg that flesh, so long must law 
and pimishment go on, as a witness that the 
righteous Gk)d, and not the Evil Spirit, is Lord of 
the universe. 

The Spirit of the Gospel, which is the Spirit of 
God, aims at the extirpation of evil, has not the 
least more tolerance for it than the Law has. It 
leaves the evil nature, the flesh of which St. Paul 
speaks, to the Law, its terrors, its vengeance. It 
offers itself to that spirit in man, which wrestles 
with the flesh, which is contrary to it. It promises 
*o that spirit emancipation. It says, "Sin shall 
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'* not have dominion over thee; for thou art not 
" under the Law, but under Grace." 

Nor oould the cravings oioxxr hearts be satisfied, 
if it were otherwise. They do not ask for mercy 
upon the evil which is in them* They oount it 
their enemy ; they desire to be raised out of it. 
The Gk)6pel of Qod meets them with the assurance, 
that what they desire has been accomplished, 
that God has redeemed them in His Son, at once 
from the dominioEn of the flesh, and from the 
curse of the Law, which inseparably belongs to 
it. " What the Law oould not do," it says, " in 
'^ that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending 
^ His own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
'' for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
'' righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in 
^ us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
"Spirit." Those, who walk after the flesh, are 
elsewhere described as disobedient, rebellious ; 
therrfore they are imder the Law. The Law con- 
demns their inclinations, and therefore condemns 
them. Those, who walk after the ^irit, are 
those, who yield themselves to God's guidance, 
who boast of no powers or energies of their own, 
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but seek to be possessed and directed by the 
Divine energy. In other words, such persons 
confess themselves to be under Grace. They 
acknowledge that they are wholly and absolutely 
dependent on the Grace of God, for all their 
powers to act, to suffer, to be. They live by feith, 
that is, by trust in the living God, not in them- 
selves. They look up to Him to overcome the 
powers which are striving with them, and to 
which they would be naturally in subjection. — 
The Church a Family, p. 55. 



(14.) SELF-ABASEMENT. 

" / have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, hut 
now mint eye teeth Thee ; wherefore I abhor mytdf, 
a/nd repent in dvst and a^hes" — Job xUL 5, 6. 

When a man knows that he has a righteous 
Lord and Judge, who does not plead His omni- 
potence and His right to punish, but who debates 
the case with him, who shows him his truth and 
his error, — ^the sense of Infinite Wisdom, sus- 
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taining and carrying out Infinite Love, abases 
him rapidly. He perceives that he has been 
measuring himself and his understanding against 
that Love, that Wisdom. A feeling of infinite 
shame grows out of the feeling of undoubting 
trust. The child sinks in nothingness at his 
Father's feet, just when He is about to take it to 
His a,rmB.^Th4foL Essays, 2d Edit. p. 62. 



"Ifa man say, I love Ood, and kateth his brother, he is 
a liar ; for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love Qod whom he ha/th not 
seenf* 

These words, not by their softness and tender- 
ness, but by their tremendous severity, drive us 
to some other ground of hope than our own 
belief or our own feelings. They force us back 
upon God's Love in Christ as the only refuge from 
our unbelief, as the only power by which we can 
be reformed. They force us to say, " Father, we 
^ have sinned against pur brother, and against 
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" Tliee ; oh, deliver us from our sins — from our 
" distmcifc, our heftrtlesBuess, our hopeOkessness — 
<< in Him, and for His aake. Whom Thoa lovest, 
^ and Who, because Thj LoYe -was bunuBg Him 
^ and ooDsuming Him, gave Himself up for us 
^ all, that we might enter into Thy Presence 
" and be partakers of Thy Nature.'''-«nSisn»off^ o» 
Sacrifice, pp. 265, 266. 



(15.) PASSION WEEK. 

PASBI017 WEEK may tell us, indeed, that the mere 
sight of the Lamb of God, in His outward form, 
could not aoften the hearts of Jewish priests or 
Boman soldiers. It may tell us, that the hearts c^ 
those, who saw Him hanging on the cross, were 
hardened by that spectacle, so that they cried, 
<< He saved others^ Himself He cannot save " It 
may tell us, that the sop at the Paschal Feast, the 
last token of friendship and t^iderness from the 
Master an^l Lord, hardened the heart of the son 
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of perdition, so l^afc Satan entered into him, and 
he went out a conscious traitor. It tells us, that 
even the eleven had their hearts hardened, so 
that, at the Last Supper, they were disputing 
which of them should be the greatest-HBo that 
they could not watch with Christ odq hour 
during the agonj — so that they all jforsook Him 
and fled. 

But it tells us of a Love, deeper than all this 
mockery, betrayal, desertion,— of a Love, brought 
out through them, and by means of them. It 
tells us, that in the Agony and Death of Christ, 
the Will of the Son yielded itself absolutely, \mre- 
servedly, to the Will of the Father, and that the 
whole of that perfectly loving Will shona forth 
in the acts and sufferings of a man. It tells 
us, that with this Sacrifice God is well pleased, — 
that this Sacrifice is an eternal bond between the 
Creator and creai^ure, which sin, and death, and 
hell, cannot break. It tells us, that we may give 
up otirselves to God, and that His own Spirit, 
the ^irit by which Christ offered up Himself, 
vriU come down to oonsimie the sacrifice'. It 
tells us, that, whatever reluotance we may feel in 
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ourselves, or see in our brethren, there is a mys- 
terious p;wer that can make us ;iUing. It tells 
us, that, however hard our hearts may be, and 
whatever new hardness they may have contracted, 
from God's own discipline and our refusal to 
tmderstand it, the Divine Spirit of Grace and 
Discipline can subdue even aU things to Himself. 
— Sermons on the Old Testament, p. 175. 



(16.) THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

We often make a great and painful effort to 
realize, as we call it, our Lord's sufferings, to 
think how transcendentally great they must have 
been, hoping in that way to kindle our love and 
devotion. The result, 1 think, is generally disap- 
pointment. The Church teaches us to avoid all 
such carnal struggles. It is humihty we want, 
not exaltation. It is in submission to Love, not 
in striving to understand, and to measure, its 
workings, that we enter into our Lord's Mind, 
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and follow His Example. The person, who most 
simply confesses his own want of charity, and 
desires to rest himself and all upon the infinite 
Charity of God, that he and they may be filled 
with it, will see most into the Divine meaning of 
the Passion. And there is no clashing between 
that and its human meaning. The Divine Charity 
reveals itself in suffering, can reveal itself per- 
fectly to us only in suffering. We are suffering our- 
selves ; we see suffering all about us. If God had 
not met us, and held converse with us in suffering, 
we must be strangers to Him. The Passion does 
not want theoretical explanations. It explains 
itself to the hungry man by his himger, to the 
sick man by his sickness, to the man, who is suf- 
fering from the unkindness of others, by that 
bitterness ; to him, whose past is crowded with 
fearful images, by his recollections ; to him, who 
trembles at the future, by his dread ; to him, who 
grieves over the sins and divisions of the Church, 
by that appalling vision ; to him, whom the accu- 
mulated sorrows of humanity are crushing, by the 
death-anguish which he has to bear. Every one 
feels that the Son of Man is entering into his 
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grief— knowing the inward source of it, pene- 
trated by the sense of it, as he never can be. 
All that we feel weakly, impefrfectry — all that we 
wish to feel and do not — ^we are sure was part of 
His sympathy and agony. What in us is mixed 
so consciously with seMsh retrospections, indig- 
nations, apprehensions, we are sure was in Him 
the perfect sorrow of Love, possessing the most 
exquisite intenseness, just because it had no alloy 
— ^because it found no compensation or relief in 
hard or vengeful thoughts of any creature. He 
bore the burden alone. — Sermom on the Fr^yer 
Book, p. 287. 



The Cross gathered tip iato a single tnuDscen- 
dent act the very meaning of all that had been, 
and aU that was to be. God was lihere seen in 
the might and power of His Love, in direct 
conflict with Sin, and Death, and Hell, triumph- 
ing ovOT them by s&cri'fioe. Bat if this was 80, 
that Cross mujst testify of Him, Who is with the 
Father now, exMbiting that obedience, of whi«h 
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this was the consummate token. It must testify 
of Him, Who lives for ever aad ever, upholding 
all things and all men, by that obedience ; Who 
will be always the Mercy-seat, the Propitiation, 
the Living Bond between God and His universe. 
The reconcihation has been made in Him, by His 
Sacrifice. It can continue only in Him ; there 
can be no intercourse and fellowship between 
heaven and earth, except in Him. Whenever 
any other way than this shall be devised by men; 
any way to Gk)d by their own high imaginations ; 
or by their intercessiqns and sacrifices ; or by 
the intercession and sacrifice of any intermediate 
power and helper ; then it must be proclaimed 
more and more loudly : " None of these schemes 
" can avail you ; they will not deliver you from 
*^ sin ; they will fasten the chains of sin more 
" closely about you ; they will bring your con- 
*' sciences into the very bondage, from which God 
*^ is seeking to set them free. One Sacrifice-— 
^* the Sacrifice of God Himself-^has been made 
" once for all. He, Who has offered it, is the 
" Mediator between you and God. You can only 
<' know what God's Mind and Will is toward you 

a 



62 7HB BUFFEBINQS OF CHBIBT. 

** and to all men, when you behold it in His Acts 
" — ^His Sufferings. These tell you, that there 
*' is an Unchangeable Friend, an Eternal High- 
" priest^ in Whom the Creator and creature are 
" for ever atoned." 



An unutterable horror is assaihng the Son of 
God ; He is crying for deliverance from it. What 
is this horror ; how may we dare to conceive of 
it ? The words on the Cross utter wiiat it was ; 
but for them we must be silent. The sense of 
separation from the Father ; the sense of a mass 
of evil, around, above, beneath, pressing upon 
Him, belonging to Him, which was contrary to 
Qod, which was tearing the world from God ; — 
this^ surely, if we may trust the words of inspira- 
tion, was that Death, from which He cried to be 
delivered. Bat, in entering into that Anguish, in 
bearing that Death, in casting Himself upon His 
Father to deliver Him from it. He was entering 
into human anguish. He was bearing man's death, 
He was acquiring that compassion for the most 
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ignorant, for those who had wandered furthest 
from the Divine Fold, which none can have, who 
is not compassed with infiiTnity. What sacrifice 
could be like this ? We are told that the blood 
of bulk and calves could not put away sin ; be- 
cause sin is s^)aration from God, and their blood 
could establish no connexion with God. Here we 
have the whole reason why His Blood could take 
away sin ; because He Who offers it is One with 
God; because^ under all the pressure of that 
which divides from God, He cleaves to Him, 
trusting in Him through all, certain that neitii^ 
life nor death, nor principalities nor powers, shall 
b^ abletos^>arate Him*-'-or therefore the nature 
which He has taken^-from His Father's Love.-^ 
S0m(ms on 8acnfieey pp, 2^2, 263, 277—279. 
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(17.) CHRIST MADE SIN. 

'' Bt hath made Him, to he sin for u6. Who knew no 
am, that we might be m,ade the righteoiumeas of Ood 
in Sim** — 2 Cob. v. 21. 

Hebe, as everywhere. St. Paul declares that it 
is the end of aU God's acts and dispensations 
towards men, to make them righteous ; to bring 
them out of that condition which they have 
chosen for themselves, — the condition of distrust, 
alienation, sin, — and to bring them into that 
state for which He has created them, of depen- 
dence, trust,' union with Him. He is declared, 
here as everywhere, to be the only Reconciler of 
His creatures. Here, as everywhere, they are 
assumed to have no righteousness but His, — ^none 
but that which they obtain, by owning Him and 
confiding in Him. The giving up of His Son, to 
take upon Him their flesh and blood, to enter 
into their sorrows, to feel and suffer their sins, 
i. e. " to be made sin; " — ^the perfect sympathy of the 
Son with His loving Will towards His creatures j — 
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His entire sympathy with them and imion with 
them ; — ^His endurance in His inmost heart and 
spirit of that evil which He abhorred ; — ^this is 
God's method of reconciliation ; by this He 
speaks to the sinfiil will of man; by this He 
redeems it, raises it, restores it. The acts which 
express His Love to man, — the acts by which the 
Son of God proves Himself to be the Son of 
man, — these are the means of destroying the bar- 
rier between Heaven and Earth, between the 
Father and the children, — ^the means of taking 
away the sin of the world. In each man the sin 
— ^the alienation and separation of heart — ceases, 
when he beHeves that he has a Father, Who has 
loved him and given His Son for him ; when he 
confesses that this Son is stronger to unite him 
with his Father and his brethren, than sin is to 
separate them ; when he is sure that the Spirit 
of the Father and the Son will be with him, to 
resist all the efiForts of the spirit of enmity and 
division to renew the strife. — Sermons on Sacrifice, 
p. 195. 
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(18.) DEATH. 

The faith of the little child is really the faith of 
apostles and martyrs^ and of the spirits about the 
throne. Death has not destroyed the relation 
between the brothers and sisters of a family. 
The two that are under the churchyard-tree are 
still members of the circle. They have not gone 
into some strange region, where the fancy may 
dwell, but with which the heart and reason can 
hold no converse. We know where they are ; 
Christ sealed them as His. The world did not 
create the relationship between us ; it tried hard 
to divide us from each other. Christ was the 

* 

bond of our union ; in Him it is maintained. 
Those, who closed their eyes, on the things which 
ours look upon, fell asleep in Him. It is a sleep, 
which may yet be a true waking, which may be 
compatible with ministries, more active than any 
which we perform — ministries, unencumbered by 
sloth and selfishness. And, surely, it is in ful- 
filling the tasks with which we are entrusted, in 
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fighting hard with the enemies that assault us, in 
holding fast to the &ith that Christ died, and 
rose again, that we understand what their works 
must be, and enter into them, and become as- 
sured, that, though sin may tear families apart, 
death cannot, — TAe Church a Family, p. 128. 



(19.) THE RESURRECTION. 

The dream of man, that there is something near 
to him mightier than he knows, or can grasp, is 
not a dream, but a reality. The vague fear of 
man, that what is near to him is not a thing but 
a Person, is a verity. The vague hope of man, 
that this Person may be gracious and not malig- 
nant, the source of all the good which he beholds, 
or believes, or imagines, and not of any of the 
evil, is established. The sense in every human 
heart, that it must have one to lean upon, who is 
higher than itself, and to whom it may give up 
itself, from whom it may be every moment a 
receiver, is shown not to be a delusion. The 
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conviction that He, to Whom the heart looks, is 
stronger than all the enemies, which are crushing 
it now, and threatening it hereafter,— than death, 
than the grave, than the formless abyss, — is rati- 
fied by Him, Who first inspired it. 

See ! The Source of Life is Himself renewing it 
in One Who was dead. The Father has raised up 
the Son, and in raising Him hath raised us up, 
whose nature He took. He has declared to us, 
that the Life, which is in Him, is capable of 
quickening, and shall quicken, our souls and 
bodies, — ^that we are restored in Him to our 
rightful state of union with Grod, of dependence 
upon God, — ^that no power, visible or invisible, 
can break that imion, which He has established 
between Himself and His creatures, in the Body 
and Blood of His Son. — Sermons on the Prayer 
Booh, p. 299. 
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(20.) THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

We must believe that a man is not merely made 
a living soul ; but that he is joined to One, Who 
has been made to him, and to the whole body of 
which he is a member, a quickening Spirit. Is 
there a man or woman, of whom we dare not 
say, "Christ died for thee 1" And, if not, is there 
a man or woman, to whom we may not proclaim, 
" The Spirit of Him, Who raised up Christ from 
" the dead, is seeking to raise thee out of this 
" natural death, — ^to quicken all the energies of 
" thy soul, all the energies of thy body, — ^to make 
" thee a new creature, with a soul like His soul, 
" with a body like His glorious Body ?" 

To each man we say this, "Christ died for 
thee." Each man has need to hear it for himself, 
to believe it for himself. But the language, 
which speaks to him as an individual, claims him 
as the member of a family. He is eating the one 
bread, which is to sustain aU as well as himself ; 
he is drinking of the Divine Universal life. He 



90 THE BBSAB OF LIFE. 

has no property in Christ, which all around him 
have not, — ^which all, who have the same flesh 
and blood, the same death, have not equally. The 
Father, Who raised Him from the dead, has in 
Him quickened the whole race. Though we 
receive each for himself the gift contains a 
promise, and a prophecy, for the whole Church 
and for mankind. 

Therefore, so soon as we have received this 
bread and wine^ we say, " Our Father," and we 
bless Qod that we, who have duly received these 
holy mysteries, have been fed with the precious 
Body and Blood of His Son, and are owned as 
very members incorporate in His mystical Body, 
which is the company of all faithful people^ — 
that we are heirs through hope of a wider, an 
enduring inheritance— the inheritance of man- 
kind. And as we say, " Glory to Gk)d in the 
highest, Peace on Earth, Good will to Men," — as 
we invoke the Lamb of Gbd, who takes away the 
sin of the world, — ^as we declare that He only is 
Holy, He only is the Lord, Who with the Holy 
Spirit is most High in the glory of Qod the 
Father, — ^we confess a unity which is beneath all 
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other unity, a deep eternal mystery of Recon- 
ciliation and Peace, which shall overcome the 
mystery of Division and Evil, once and for ever. 
— Sermons on the Prayer Book^ p. 304. 



(21.) THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS. 

A GBBAT many have felt and confessed, that this 
story has led them, more than any other, to an 
apprehension of a risen Lord, and of the kind of 
conmiunication, which might have existed be- 
tween Him and His disciples, very diJQferent 
from what it had been before the Passion, but 
different in being more real, more intimate, 
mixed with greater awe, yet producing a greater 
glow and warmth of heart, rarer in words, com- 
municating deeper instruction, making that which 
had been heard dimly before intelligible, diffusing 
peace, enabling the heart to enter into mysteries 
which had been floating vaguely about it. 

The sense of a body delivered from the chains 
of death, essentially the same as it was before. 



I 
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using, naturally, as its own, powers which had 
been hidden, or had only occasionally come forth, 
is one part, not the only, or, perhaps, the chief, 
part of the revelation. Its capacity of vanishing, 
and of reappearing, is felt to indicate the possi- 
bility of a spiritual Presence, which may be con- 
tinually near, and in which we may be meant 
ever to abide. — Unity of the New Testament, p. 301. 



(22.) THE ASCENSION. 

** Christ is not erUered into the holy places made with 
ha/nds, which are the figwres of the tnie; Imt into 
Heaven itself, now to appea/r in the presence of Qod 
for us." 

The great question of men in all ages was: 
"Who shall ascend into the Heavens for us? 
" Who shall break the great barrier, which sepa- 
" rates us from the Invisible Ruling Power — ^from 
" that pure and holy Being, of Whom our con- 
" sciences speak, before Whom they tremble ?" 
In this question the great contradiction was im^ 



THE ASCENSION. 93 

plied, that the man felt he belonged to this hea- 
venly world, — that it was his proper home, — ^that 
he could not hve without God ; and that he was 
a hopeless exile, — that he must wander abroad, 
and find comfort where he could, amongst things 
which were beneath him, and for which he did 
not inwardly care, — ^that Qod and he must be at 
strife, now and for ever. This was the mournful 
wail which was going up from the whole heathen 
world ; which was expressed in every kind of 
sacrifice that cried for mercy to gods conceived 
or inconceivable ; which was expressed in every 
form* of sensual indulgence and gratification ; the 
heart testifying : " We must have earth, for we 
'' cannot find heaven ; we must eat husks of 
" swine to the fill, for, oh ! how dreadful it is to 
"remember, even for a few minutes, that we 
" have the responsibilities of men— of spirits 1 " . 
And this was the answer : " The Father of all, 
" Who seemed at so vast a distance from you, in 
" that cold dreary heaven, and yet Whom you 
"tremble lest you should encounter in every 
"dark night, beside every tomb, — ^Whom you 
" dread as the Author of your misery and death. 
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'* as One, Who may inflict a deeper misery, a more 
'* hopeless death, upon you hereafter, — has sent 
"His Only-Begotten Son, to take your nature 
" upon Him, to die your .(jleath. He has been 
" here in these dark nights, amidst these tombs ; 
" He has been in the tomb ; He has risen out c^ 
" it ; He has gone, not into some figurative holy 
"place, but into the actual holy plaoe, which 
" your hearts tell you of, which all temples and 
" altars and priests witness of. Christ is with 
"God His Father. And now the Father, in 
"Whose Presence He is, declares that Sacrifice 
" of His to be the bond of peace between Him 
" and you. That is the pledge and witness of His ^ 
" covenant with you,—- with your own very selves, 
« — with that in you, which has shrunk fi*om Him, 
"which has wished that it could banish Him. 
" The blood, not of goats nor calves, but of His 
" own Son, of the Eternal Mediator between Him 
" and youy is the assurance that He regaa^ds you 
" as His sons and daughters, — that He gives you 
" the Spirit of His Son" in your hearts, — that your 
" sins and iniquities He remembers no more " — 
Sermons oh Sacrifice, p. 175^ 
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(23.) THE HOLY TRINITY. 

The Name, into which we are baptized, is to go 
with us from the cradle to the grave. The Grace, 
the Love, the Fellowship, of this Name, are to be 
with us, as charms against all perils, light in all 
darkness, comfort in all sorrow. It is to bind us 
with that, which was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be. Every homely duty, every act 
of self-sacrifice, every deed of mercy, will make 
the vision of it more bright ; as that vision will 
be clouded by every act of sin, every proud 
thought, every uncharitable feeling. The more 
we cleave to this Name,- the less we shall dream 
of selfish rewards, the more we shall long for the 
day, when the sunlight of Gk>d's countenance 
may gladden the whole creatioai. The ccmmiu- 
nion of the Fathsb and the Son in one Spibit, 
as it has been the ground of all our thoughts and 
hopes, so wiU be the consummation of i^eny> allj 
to those who shall wake up in the same likesiaas, 
and be satisfied with it. — Kingdom <f Ohrisi, vdiji. i. 
p. 416. 
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It is " Gk)D the Father, of Heaven," " God the 
Son, the Redeemer of the world," " Gk)D the Holy 
Ghost, proceedmg from the Father and the Son," 
<* the Holy, Blessed, Glorious, Trinity, Three 
Persons and One God," Whom we beseech to 
have mercy upon us. Every distinct Name is 
a witness of care, deliverance, strength. The 
Whole Name expresses the Perfect Charity, the 
Absolute Love — Love in essence, in manifesta- 
tion, in act — Love forming, saving, indwelling. 
The Mercy, which we ask for, is the nature and 
perfection of the Being, from Whom we seek 
it. — iSermom on the Prayer Book, p. 185. 



Thus you will be able, to understand the sense 
of the last words in the Collect ;— " That, Thou 
"being our Euler and Guide, we may so pasff 
" through things temporal, that we finally lose 
" not the things Eternal." You cannot think that 
aU this wonderful and mysterious guidance is for 
nothing ; you cannot think that the creature, 
who requires it, is made only to maintain a hard 
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fight with a set of cruel enemies, and then to 
perish. There must be things Eternal, and we 
must be meant to share in them. But what are 
they, and where are they, and when may we hope 
to enter into possession of them 1 Mark the 
words. The prayer supposes that in some sense 
they are ours now: for it speaks of our losing 
them ; it asks that they may not be taken from 
us. And this is the language of the New Testa- 
ment. "He hath given unto us Eternal Life,** 
saith St. John, " and this Life is in His Son." 
Which words would be strange and unintelligible 
to us, if they were not explained by one greater 
than St. John. " This is Life Eternal," saith our 
Lord, " that they may know Thee, the Only True 
God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent." 
This mighty knowledge has been given to us ; 
the Son of God has brought it near to us. In 
Him we possess it. In Him Man is taken into 
the height, and depth, and length, and breadth, 
of that Love, which passeth knowledge. This 
Love enfolds us at our Baptism. The Name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
is the utterance of it. From this Love the 
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images and pictures of this world, — the created, 
temporal things, — are seeking to withdraw us. 
We cannot enjoy them without it ; from it alone 
they borrow their lustre. Yet they would tempt 
us to forsake it for them, — ^to dweU in them and 
not in it. The Invisible Guide of our hearts is 
drawing them, by a thousand gracious acts, and 
influences, and invitations, fromi the perishable 
to the Eternal, — from that, which is the likeness 
of the thing they long for, to the thing itself,-^ 
from that, which loses its beauty, when we can 
no longer give it beauty, to that First Source of 
Beauty, from which we and they alike draw our 
life. We pray in this Collect that His Power may 
not be exerted in vain ; we pray it for His sake. 
Who died that these eternal treasures might be 
ours. Who lives that we may not be defeated of 
them through our own wilfulness and foUy, — ^for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. — Christmas 
Day and other Sermonsy pp. 350, 351. 
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(24.) GOD IS LOVE. 

The Power of Gk>d, the Power which goes forth 
from the Father and the Son, the Power which 
breathed life into all things, is the Power of Love, 
the Power of diffusing blessedness. This is that 
Power, which called everything into being, and 
which reneweth life in all things at every mo- 
ment. God created all things for His own glory, 
because all things are to the glory of Love, all 
things witness of Love, and declare the presence 
of Love. But He created nothing for His own 
glory, in the sense that dark and selfish men give 
to the word ; for Love delights to shed itself 
abroad into everything. It is satisfied in itself* 
already, and would bring all things to its own 
satisfaction. — Christmas Bay^ Sfc, p. 161. 
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(25.) IMMANUEL. 

We must be content that the knowledge of this 
Divine Person should evolve itself slowly in our 
minds. We must be thankful, if any perplexities 
and sorrows, from within or from without, pre- 
pare us for it. The Name of Him, who was bom 
of the Virgin, may be familiar to us ; it may be 
surroimded with many beautiful and venerable 
associations ; it may recal moments of youthful 
tenderness, or remorse, or enthusiasm. And yet 
it may rather hover about our minds, than be 
rooted in them. We may be trying, by acts of 
memoiy or fency, or strong passionate efforts of 
what we call faith, to bind it to us more closely. 
What we want is, to know the barrenness and 
hollowness of our own selves. If there is not 
some One beneath ourselves, the ground of all 
we desire, and believe, and are, the spring of our 
hopes, and the consummation of them, the foun- 
tain of all love in every creature, and the satis- 
faction of its love, life is a very miserable sleep^ 
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fiill of turbulent, broken, dreams, mixed with 
a strange dread of awaking. 

There is a Presence near us, and within us, 
that cannot be put by. It haunts us, waylays us, 
torments us. It is indeed a rock of stumbling, 
and a stone of offence to us. The consciousness 
of it produces irritation and fever. It seems as 
if all outward nature presented it to us, in dark 
signs and hieroglyphics that we cannot decipher. 
But if we have once courage to ask boldly,— 
" Who art Thou, that wilt not leave me, wherever 
" I am, or whatever I am doing ; whose voice I 
" cannot silence, whose eye will not cease to look 
''into me?'' — ^the awful form of the Judge and 
the Accuser will be seen to change into the 
gracious form of the sympathising Friend and 
Brother. And, as the face becomes better known, 
without losing this human aspect, still bearing 
all the traces, deeper than ever, of birth and 
poverty, of sorrow and death, it will yet be seen 
to be royal and divine ; we shall be sure that 
the Man is the King, and the King will be the 
Immanuel, Qoj> with us ; — not with one of us 
only, but with all of us; most rejil, though .the 
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eye cannot see Him ; oeriainly near, though the 
heart do not confess HiiH ; He, in Whom alone 
we are all men and all brothers, in Whom alone our 
Father can behold us, and we Him. 

When we have learnt to live in this conviction^ 
or rather when God, by giving us perpetual ex- 
periences of our own failures and follies and 
vanities, has made it impossible for us to live in 
any other, then we shall not need signs in the 
height or the depth, that He will put down our 
enemies. " Quid times ? Casarem vehisy^ — " The 
Son of God is in the vessel," — ^will be an answer 
to all suggestions of the cowardly nature within 
lis, that the Father of spirits will desert the 
work of His own hands. " Associate yourselves, 
''and ye shall be broken in pieces, powers of 
" darkness and evil ! for God is with us !" And 
we shall desire and hope, that we, and the chil- 
dren whom God has given us, may be signs to 
the world of His kingdom and His victory. The 
commonest birth into the world will be a wonder, 
since He has been bom into it. The continuance 
of every family, in spite of its sins and strifes, 
win speak of Him as the Everlasting Brother i 
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even as the endurance of the earth itself, in the 
midst of all that is shaking it, will bear witness, 
that *' He sitteth above the water-floods a King 
for ever." — Prophets and Kings, p. 246. 



(26.) THE HOLY ANGELS. 

** At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things 
in Jieaven and things in earth." 

" The Name of Jesus " is the Name, to which all 
the intelligences of the universe refer them- 
selves, and all the energies and impulses of the 
unconscious creation. They bow to it, as de- 
noting the only source of their strength ; they 
bow in it, as containing the only secret of their 
humiliation. K they did not confess Jesus to be 
the Lord of all, they would fall into all strife and 
separation, — each seeking to be Lord himself, — 
each supposing that the more he could lift up him- 
self, the more he could depress his neighbour, the 
greater would be the triumph, — each discovering 
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at last that in this effort lies all weakness and 
ruin. If they did not bow in the Name of Jesus 
to God the Father, they would never feel that He 
was their Father, and that they were His chil- 
dren, — ^that He had given them their distinct 
tasks to fulfil, — ^that He was imparting to them 
a common Spirit. 

This, therefore, is the law of the heavenly 
world; knowing which, we need not care bow 
little we know about hierarchies of angels, and 
their attributes and relations; because we are 
sure that this must be the centre of their unity, 
— ^that they must do the commandments of Him, 
Who gave Himself up to die, hearkening to the 
voice of His words, — ^that, as He did nothing 
through strife or vain-glory, so neither can they, 
— ^that, as He was lowly, so must they be, — ^that, 
as He lived for others, not for Himself, that must 
be their life, — ^that they must be ever acting, 
because He is inspiring them with His ever- 
acting Love, — that they must be always at rest, 
because He is ever resting in His Father^s Love. 
— Sermons on Sacrifice, p. 226. 
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(27.) THE SACRIFICE OF FAITH. 

Conceive such a trust, as never can be put in 
the righteousness of any human ci'eature, and 
this is Abraham's story. He must know what 
QodHa meaning ' is ; he is certain that in some 
way it will be proved, that He has not designed 
His creature to do a wicked and monstrous thing, 
and yet that there is a purpose in the revelation 
that has been made to him, — ^that a submission 
and a sacrifice, such as he had never made yet, 
were called for now. He takes his son ; he goes 
three days' journey to Moimt Moriah ; he pre- 
pares the altar, and the wood, and the knife ; his 
son is with hiTn ^ but he has already offered up 
himself. And now he is taught that this is the 
offering which God was seeking for ; that, when 
he had presented that, he had given the real 
thing, for which he had perceived no sacrifice of 
a lamb or an ox oould be exchanged ; that, when 
the real victim had been slain, the ram caught in 
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the thicket was all that was needed, for the 
symbolical expression of that inward oblation. 

And what was the reward? "In blessing," 
(said the Divine Voice,) ** I will bless thee ; in 
multiplying, I will multiply thee." When this 
secret had been learnt, learnt in this plain 
manner through an act, — ^when he had done 
God's Will, and been so taught of His doctrine, — 
every blessing became an actual, vital, blessing ; 
every gift, that might have been only an outside 
possession, was changed into a spiritual treasure. 
He had become free of Qod*9 universe ; for he had 
begun to understand the principle upon which 
God rules it^ and the law of man's position in it. 
He had found sacrifice to be no one solitary act, 
no sudden expression of joy, no violent effort to 
make a return for blessings, which we can only 
return by accepting ; but that it lies at the veiy 
root of our being ; that our lives stand upon it ; 
that society is held together by it; that all power 
to be right, and to do right, begins with the 
offering up of ourselves, because it is thus that 
the righteous Lord makes us like Himself. 

Yes, like Himself! There was a mystery in 
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this, which Abraham could dimly and awfully 
look into, which ages to come must unfold. I do 
not anticipate any of the deeper truths respecting 
the nature of sacrifice, which were hidden in this 
act, and which Qod in His own method woidd bring 
to light. But you will find in this story of the 
method, by which Abraham came to knowledge and 
to peace, what must be your course too. You 
cannot trust God too much. You cannot be too 
confident that He Himself is guiding you, and 
that every embarrassment in yoiir thoughts, every 
complication in your circumstances, is known by 
Him, is intended by Him, as a means to enable 
you to understand wisdom secretly, that you may 
show forth the fruits of it openly. The rashness, 
that leads you to act at once upon some impres- 
sion, to make some apparently great sacrifice, 
which will startle and astonish other men, is a 
sign of distrust and of pride. The cowardice, 
that makes you wish to stifle the suggestions of 
your hearts, the witness of your consciences, has 
the same origin. Faith in the righteousness of 
God gives that prudence^ or providence, which will 
make you wary of your footsteps, suspicious of 
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yourselves. Faith in the righteousness of Gkxl 
gives you that courage, which will enable you to 
move on steadily^ calmly, resolutely,— certfdn that 
you will have light to see what you ought to do, 
and that, in doing it, you will know more of the 
just and gracious Mind of God, towards all men 
as well as towards yourselves. 

If we follow this teaching, we shall learn that 
we must be ready to present our souls and 
bodies, and all that is dear to us, every day, as 
sacrifices to God. And then we may leave it to 
Him, how and when it shall please Him, to take 
these souls and bodies for other services than 
those, to which He has appointed them here. It 
may be in the battle-field ; it may be on the 
judgment-seat. At sunset or at cock-crowing, on 
the sick-bed, or in the midst of work, the voice 
may reach any of us. It is enough for us to know 
Whose voice it is, and to what it is summoning 
us. It is the voice of Him, Who made a covenant 
with Abraham, Who has made a better covenant 
with us. It is calling us to make a real sacrifice, 
to present ourselves to God. Then we shall see 
in the thicket the Lamb that has been already 
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slain ; we shall see in that Lamb a Son, Whom the 
Father has offered up, and Who has gone together 
with Him in a voluntary and perfect self-oblation. 
— Sermons on Sacrifice, pp. 42 — 44, 47, 48. 



(28.) KINGS AND PRIESTS. 

It is a King that our spirits cry for, to guide 
them, discipline them, unite them to each other, 
— ^to give them a victory over themselves, a 
victory over the world. It is a Priest that our 
spirits cry for, to lift them above themselves to 
their God and Father, — to make them partakers 
of His nature, fellow-workers in carrying out His 
purposes. Christ's Sacrifice is the one authentic 
testimony, that He is both the Priest and King of 
men. 

But since He is come to make them like Him 
— since He has taken their flesh and blood, that 
they might have His Sonship— they have a por- 
tion also in all that appertains to that Sonship. 
"He has made w^ says St. John, -'^iTt^^ and 



110 KIKGS AND FBDBSTGU 

Friests unto God and His Father^ The b'ngly 
right of government over the earth, which was 
assured to him at creation, is redeemed for him 
in Christ. Earth is the instrument of his pur- 
poses, not the mistress who may command him. 
But she is so, while he reclaims that other more 
precious prerogative of ruling himself, which 
Christ has also asserted for him, — ^which, in 
Christ's might, while he depends on Him, he can 
exercise. 

And so it is with the other office. The Son of 
God is the Priest for ever, — ^the sympathising 
Priest, touched with the feeling of man's infirmi- 
ties, because He is filled with the holiness and 
love of God, — ^bearing their sins, because He is 
one with the All-Bighteous. And He comes to 
make us Priests, to give us all the power of 
offering up spiritual sacrifices to God, of offering 
up ourselves, of feeling with our brethren, of 
entering into the holy place with them and for 
them, of presenting to them the image of Cfarist-s 
Father and their Father. — Sermons on Sacr^e, 
p. 295. 
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(29.) THE SECRET OF STRENGTH. 

The secret of strength, of all moral purpose, is to 
assure thyself that thou art not engaged in a 
battle between two portions of thy own nature. 
It is Christ in thee Who is inviting thee, urging 
thee, commanding thee, to every brave and true 
and earnest effort ; and in His commandment is 
Life. What He bids thee do, He will enable thee 
to do. The might of His own sacrifice is with 
thee. He, Who gave Himself up without spot to 
Gk)d, will enable thee to offer thyself, an accept- 
able and reasonable sacrifice, to do His Will, to 
glorify His Name. And with moral purpose will 
come hope. When we think of Christ as a Being 
at a distance from us, Who had merely done a 
mighty work ; when we eat the bread and drink 
the wine in remembrance of an absent Friend, 
not as pledges of a near and present One ; the 
pressure of evil, that crushes down our fiuth, and 
hope, and love, seems to make the past redemp- 
tion wholly unavailing for our great necessity. 
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But Chritt in us, as St. Paul told the Colossians, 
is the hope of glory. What we want is not that 
we should attain some separate, selfish bliss ; but 
that He, Who has been striving with us all our 
lives through, to deliver us from the separation 
and selfishness, which have been our torment and 
o\ir curse, should finally effect His own purpose-, 
— that He should be manifested to us, and to the 
world, as the King who has vanquished by sacri- 
fice, — ^that we should be His willing servants, and 
free children of His Father, formed into one 
family and body by His blessed Spirit for ever. 
— Sermons on Sacrificey p. 321. 



We know, that every man here upon earth 
stands between two worlds. Above him is the 
Light, and Love, and Glory, of God ; this is the 
Heaven of Heavens : beneath him. is pride, and 
ignorance, and despair, and atheism ; this is the 
pit of helL And, as any man may ascend up, 
and see that Love and Glory of God, in the Face 
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of Jesus Christ, so any man may sink down into 
the pit, and God may be shrouded from his eyes, 
and he may be able to see nothing but himself, 
and sin, and death. It is no security to a man, 
that he has done great things or beheld bright 
visions : thesp may be the very cause of his 
downfall If he learn to think, that he has some 
great strength within him to do, some bright eye 
within him that can always see, his great doings, 
and his glorious success will be the very means 
of separating him from the light and the Life of 
Qod. He will feel that he can go on without 
God in the world ; and Gk>d may leave him to try 
how far he can go. What security, then, has a 
man who, after all this glory, is yet in such peril ? 
He may trust that the Lord, in Whom he has 
believed, Who has shown him such marvellous 
things, will not suffer his foot to be moved. '' He, 
Who keepeth him, does not slumber or sleep." 
He knows when the enemy will take advantage 
of a man, who is too high or too low ; and He 
knows how to cross and defeat the designs of 
that enemy, how to bring down those that are 
exalted, lest they should &U, and how to raise up 
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those that are bowed down, lest they ghould lose 
all heart aad hxjfpe.^-'-Cknsimas Day and aiier Set- 
fmms, pp. 968, 309. 



(SO.) SICKNESS. 

It is jnst here that we ore bound to plant our 
ibot, and aay, '^ This sickness, this disease, this 
death, is the testimony, that the gates of hell 
Jiave fkft prevailed.'' Looking steadily and etemly 
at each partioular phase of disease, riuinking 
from none of its gfaaatfy features, tracing it to its 
causes, following it to its oonsequences, reflecting 
on all the oompHeations oi disease towhidi flesh 
is heir, on all the accursed derangements in 
the hearts of individoid men, and in our sodal 
economy, whioh have produced them, we say 
boldly, ^ Behold the gFest signs and trophies of 
red^nption !" In the midst of this concision 
and wretchedness, we proclaim these words : ^ If 
^ ye endure ohasttsement, Qod dealeth with you 
" as with sons ; for what son i^ he, whom the 



^ fathar ohasteneth not ? But, if ye are without 
^ Ghastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 
^* are ye bastards and not sons." 

When our Lord had healed the man at the 
pool of Bethesda on the Sabbathnlay, His answer 
to the complaint of Uie Pharisees was, ''My 
Father worketh hitheirto^ and I work/' This 
healing art waa a manifestation of His Father's 
Mind and WilL In this act, as in every other 
that the Son did, they, that saw Him, saw the 
Father. That they might see the Father, might 
feel and own Him as a Fathw, He wrought His 
Divine cures, He spoke His Divine words. Con- 
sidw the parable of the sh^herd, seeking the 
strayed sheep oi the flock ; of the woman, Bweep^ 
ing the house for the piece of money she had 
lost ; of the father, going out to meet the prodi- 
gal, who had begun to dream of the home, from 
which he had wandered. . Consider these in rela- 
tion to the circumstances under which they were 
i^k^; and then say, whether it is possible to 
doubt that our Lord, by his acts of ipercy, was 
proving that fie had come to seek His sheep ;— 
that tiie siokness and sorrows^ which had, brought 
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them to His feet, crying for help, were His way 
of sweeping the house in search of the treasure 
He had lost ; — ^that all these works of power were 
so many indications of the Mind of God towards 
the whole race, and towards each outcast of the 
race, for which He came to die. 

Hence the human sympathies of our Lord 
come out, not as separate from His Divine and 
Universal Love, but as the inevitable effluence 
of it. "So were the words fulfilled,'* says St. 
Matthew, speaking of a time when he healed 
great multitudes, ^' Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our sicknesses." Each cure implied an 
inward fellowship and participation in the misery 
which it relieved. The feeling for the multitude, 
who were as sheep without a shepherd, did not 
interfere with, but inyolyed, an intense com- 
munity with individual anguish. 

The principle, of addressing wery sick person 
as under Gk)d's Fatherly correction, is the prin- 
ciple of the Church. There are those, who can 
say what it has been to them, in hours of un- ' 
speakable despondency, to know that they might 
act upon that rule, when they were dealing with 
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their own oonadenceB, and with the consciences 
of those to whom they were ministering. They 
can tell how the burden of remorse has been 
rolled from them, — how they have been able to 
exchange it for a healthy and humble repentance, 
when they felt that it was a Father, against Whom 
they had siimed in being careless of His children, 
and when they believed that the same Father, 
.Who blotted out their transgressions, and accepted 
them in His Son, looked down with an eye of 
love upon the most fekUen and abject of their 
brothers and sisters, and was seeking by severe 
chastisements to make them partakers of His 
holiness. And, whether they understand His 
purpose or not, whether they arise and go to Him 
or not, the fact is the same. God is True, though 
every man be a liar. 

It is a despicable cowardice, which shrinks from 
proclaiming His Character and Love at all times, 
in all places, to all persons, because many of 
those, to whom we speak, may harden themselves 
against it. If we know ourselves, we cannot 
wonder at such hardness, or be ignorant of the 
cause of it, or be driven to despair by it, 
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Bat, if we know ourseiyes, we shall know als6 
how only that ioe is thawed, how only human 
hearts are delivered from the thraldom of the 
evil spirit. We may ^>eak of Dutiet, and the 
will groans under its incapacity, and then retonw 
to its slumbers. We may speak of Doctrinety 
and the intellect, dulled by bodily pain, confiised 
by vague teaching, or never awakened at all, may 
give our propositions any meaning or none. 
Worse still, the man may persuade himself that 
the duties have been performed, that the doc- 
trines have been comprehended, while he remains 
a heartless hypocrite.* It is another thing, when 
we assure him, that he is the member of a Family; 
— ^that a Father is gracious to His children, — ^tluit 
His Son, Who gave Himself for them, is near 
them, inviting them to trust Him,-r-that His 
Spirit is near, to quicken and restore that, which 
has been decayed through the fraud and malice 
of tiie devil, or their own carnal will and frail- 
ness. It is another thing, when acts of confession, 
prayer, absolution, are presented to the sick man, 
not as parts of an ecclesiastical system, but as 
means of returning to the house of a Parent, 
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Who meets him when he is a great way ofif^ faUs 
upoQ his neck, and kisses him, puts the best robe 
upon him^ prepares a feast for him, makes chaa- 
tiaementy which seined the sign of hopeless dis« 
pleasure, to be the very jdedge and seal of his 
adoption. — The Ckureh a Famify, p. 111. 



(31.) THE ACCUSER SILENCED. 

'' By death Christ overcame him that had the power of 
death, i,e. the Accuser.*' 

Bt His own death He tore to piioces the Aocuser's 
web of calumnies against Qod^ as if He were 
compassing the ruin of His creaturea,--<-as if He 
were wishing them to abide in their evil,— ^aA if 
He were not upholding the order and harmony of 
His own creation, but was indifferent to it, and 
was permittiog discord to prevail in it. 

No words could have shown that the Spirit of 
lies was the author of the distrust^ which men 
felt of their Creator, — ^that he was separating the 
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children from their Father. A mighty trans- 
cendent act must supply the demonstration. God 
perfects His only-hegotten Son through death. 
Death, which was said to be the clear declaration 
that men are regarded by God as enemies, be- 
comes the sign that Christ gives of His Sonship ; 
as the Resurrection is the great sign, which He, 
of Whom are all things, and by Whom are all 
things, gives, that He owns Him as His Son. 
Christ bears death, not in obedience to an inevi- 
table fate, but to a loving will ; — ^not because the 
tyrant has conquered the earth, and those who 
dwell upon it, but as an eternal testimony that 
he has not conquered it, that it belongs to the 
Creator, not to the Destroyer. Death seems to 
make the great and final chasm, of which all 
other separations were but dim prophecies, — ^the 
chasm between the Father and Him in Whom He 
dehghted. Death is made the pledge of their 
eternal imion, — ^the pledge of their infinite satis- 
faction in each other. That imion is shown to 
be the ground of every other. The satisfaction 
of God in His Son is His satis&ction with the 
world, whose nature that Son bears. His death 
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is the vindication of their death. They have a 
right to accept it as a sign of adoption, — as an 
assurance of reconciliation, — as a proof that Gk)d, 
initiating them through sufferings, is crowning 
their work, is preparing them for a higher work. 
— Sermons on Sacrifice, p. 241. 



'' The Son of Ood was manifested, thai He might destroy 
the works of the Devil" 

This is St. John's summary of the whole mat- 
ter. He revealed the Father, and so in human 
flesh He destroyed the great calumny of the 
devil, that man has not a Father in Heaven,— 
that He is not altogether good, — ^that He does 
not care for His creatures. He submits to all 
temptations in human flesh, and so proves that 
man is not the subject and thrall of the tempter. 
He in human flesh delivered spirits, souls, and 
bodies, out of bondage, so affirming that the state, 
into which the devil would draw them, is not the 
state which is meant for them, — ^that His own 
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humanity is the standard of that which each 
man bears, and is that to which each man shall 
be raised. — Sermons on Sacrifice, p. 343. 



" He ahaU not speak of ffimsdf; He shall testify of Me,*' 

Our Lord says this to us. But what do these 
words signify? The accusing Spirit forces us 
into the understanding of them. He says to us : 
— " You may have good desires, right impulses, 
" divine resolutions ; these may be inspired by 
'^ some gracious power. But, though Gkxl voudi- 
** safes aU these benignant influences to you, you 
** are not really nearer to Him than you were 
'< before. A chasm, which none has traversed, 
" divides you from Him. Who shall ascend up on 
" high into that mysterious world of light where 
^ He dwells 9 Perhaps, the gifte, which He be- 
^ stows on your minds and hearts, may have s(»ne- 
*' thing more wonderful and celestial in them, than 
^' the gifts of com and wine, which He bestows on 
" your bodies ; but they do not constitute any 
" closer bond between you and Him than those 
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^' do. One man has more of them than another : 
" but how miserably poor ia the condition of the 
'* best 1 What a sense he has of insufGioiency, oi 
<< hollownesS) of evil ! Nay, is not this sense 
'* strongest in the best ) Do not ihej- aocose 
" themselves most of being sinners ? Is not this 
** the only reason why any m^i in the world have 
*' any comfort or repose, that they do not think 
<' of Qod, and of their distance from Him, and of 
*' the offences they have committed against Him ? 
<< The moment these thoughts are awakened, 
'* what shame, what nusery, wha;t self-loathing, 
** what struggles to attain a good that is never 
** reached, to avoid an evil tiiat is never escaped, 
^* follow in every case ! Is it less so among 
*^ Chnstians than others ; less so among those, 
" who say they have this Spirit, this Comforter, 
** with them ? Are not the testimonies which 
" He bears to their manifold transgressions, to 
<< the radical evil from which these transgressions 
** flow, the cause of their unhappinesa ?" 

'' He shaU tesiify of mV This Spirit shall 
answer these accusations, — ^not by reminding you 
that you have done one good work or another, 
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or that you had one kindly afifection and right 
desire, or a thousand ; that you have different 
dispositions and affections from your fellqw-men, 
and have had a trust and hope of which they 
gave no signs ; not by such miserable, ragged 
comfort as this, which fails in every great crisis, 
which a fit of pain,— -or the recollection of a single 
eyil act or imkind thought, — or the discovery of a 
wrong in yourself, which you never knew to be in 
any one else,— or the disco veiy of something right 
and good in a man you took to be an outcast from 
God, which you never knew to be in yourself,— or 
any single revelation of your own character, such 
as God in His mercy will not suffer you to want 
•—may sweep away in a moment. The Spirit' of 
Truth does not sustain His office as an Advocate 
and Consoler by feeding you with wind ; but He 
says : — ** The Accuser speaks to you as men con- 
" scious of separation from God. You have that 
*' consciousness ; you feel that it is an evil thing, 
" a sin, to have it. Why do you feel it 9 Because 
" there is a bond of union between you and God ; 
'* because that bond is one, which existed before 
'' all evil was in the world, and because no evil 
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" can destroy it. Therefore your conscience tells 
" you that you are wrong for being separate from 
^ Qod, seeing that your right and proper state is 
" one of luiion with Him ; seeing that you are 
*' created for that state in Christ Jesus ; seeing 
'' that you were redeemed for that state in Christ 
" Jesus." — Sermons on Sacrifice, pp. 261 — ^253. 



" The sting of death is sm, the strength of sin is the 

Law." 

Death is utterly horrible, as long as it is linked 
to that distrust of Qod, which is sin, and the root 
of all sins ; so long as it keeps that up in our 
minds ; so long as it teaches us that our safety is 
in fleeing from His Presence. And the Law, which 
pronounces us to be sinners, which makes us 
inwardly conscious that we are, and yet which 
we are sure proceeds from God, aggravates that 
distrust ; and, if it comes alone, makes us wish 
that we could be atheists. ^^ But thanks be to 
Ood^ he goes on, <' Who giveth us the victory through 
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our Lord Jems CkrUt r Thanks be to that Ood, 
Whom we have counted our enemy, Who we sup- 
posed had pleasure in our death, for conquering 
the veiy enemy we accused Him of sending 
among us ! Thanks be to God, for giving us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus, through Him, 
Who. has been made sin for us, knowing no sin ; 
through Him, Who has made the one free, perfect, 
volimtary Sacrifice, which takes away the sin of 
the world ! Thanks be to Him, for giving us the 
victory, not over death only, but over him who 
had the power of death, who changed aU the wit- 
nesses, which God was bearing in our hearts and 
consciences, that we had forgotten Him, and that 
we could not live without Him, into reasons for 
turning away from Him ! Hianks be to God, that 
we can now answer the Aoeuser with these words : 
" We know what Death is, for Cairist has died. 
*' We know that His Death is the proof of Qod's 
** Eternal Love, — ^the pledge that He hasreoondled 
^'the world to Himself, — the encouragement to 
" draw nigh to Him, — ^the assurance that a new 
'' and living way is opened into His Presenee, and 
**that in that Presence is fulness of joy J" 
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For now the Accuser of the brethren is cast 
down, he that acoused th^n before Grod day and 
night. Now we are sure that there is not an 
Accuser, but a Mediator, betwe^oi us ^nd our 
Father; that the Son of Qod and the Son of Man 
is with us and with Hixa. By the Blood of the 
Lamb and the Word of His testimony, we can 
answer the charges which the Accuser brings in 
our hearts, — against ourselves, for Christ has 
made us one with Himself— i^ainst our brethren, 
for His death is, for us all, the bond of peace be- 
tween Him and xm, — i^ainst God, for it is Qod 
Himself Who justifieth us ; who then can con- 
demn) It is Christ Who points to His own 
Sacrifice for the sins of the whole world ; what 
power in earth or hell can prevent us from 
drawing nigh, in the might of that Sacrifice, to 
the Father of all 1 

And, if Death does not separate us from Him, 
or from those who are with us on earth ;— if 
the Death of the Cross is the one way of recour 
oiling us to Himself and to each other; — how 
can it separate us from those, who have passed 
through the veil? Sin is the divider; there 
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is no other. . When we eat that Flesh and drink 
that Blood, whereby the victory has been won, 
we may be sure that there is fellowship with 
all, wherever they are, who have overcome. Wis 
may not know it, because we have not resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin, and therefore 
do not feel the power and mystery of that 
Sacrifice, which takes away sin. £ut, perhaps, 
if God gives us grace not to love our lives to 
the death, — if He makes us willing to sacrifice 
ourselves, for His glory and the good of men, — • 
the communion may become very real . even 
here. Helps, greater than the old world dreamed 
of, when they spoke of mysterious champions 
descending to the fight, may be granted to those, 
who are struggling hard with the Accuser. At 
all events, they will prevail at last ; for God has 
made the I>eath of His Son the Gospel of peace 
to men with Him, and the Gospel of everlasting 
woe and damnation to every power, which would 
divide men from "Hinij^JSertnons on JSacrificey]^. 244. 
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<82.) " THIS DQ IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME."* 

St, Luke V. 19. 

Why do I take this clanse of a verse and leave 
out the memorable words which precede it: 
"And He took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave it to them, saying, ' This is 
My Body, Which is given for you .?' " Is it, that 
I wish you not to think of those first words, 
because they have given rise to so much con- 
troversy? Is it^ that I suppose them to be 
mj^sterious, and those, which I have chosen, to 
be practical I 

Brethren, I have no hope that we shall escape 
from the pettinesses and the bitternesses, which 
our controversies respecting the Lord's Supjpeir 
engender, except by meditating, more deeply than 
we have ever done, upon the nature pf it, and 
upon the words which our Lord spoke, when He 

* Preached at Lincoln's Inn, 4th Sunday after Epiphany, 
Jan. 28, 1855. 

E 
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instituted it. Instead of wishing you to forget 

that He said them, I would desire that you and ' 

I might, in the most awful moments of our lives, 

have these words brought home jbo us ; for those 

are the moments which, I beheve, will interpret 

them to us, in their length, and breadth, and depth. 

It is because we do not ordinarily approach ^he 

consideration of them, when we are battling for 

existence, — ^when all things stand out, real and full, 

before us, — when there is no power of shrinking 

from God, and His clear light, — but when we are 

only half in eamest,^when we are trying to eke 

out our want of earnestness, with the passion 

and froth of the world,-^when we are seeking 

materials for talk and argument, not principles 

and powers for action — ^it is therefore that the 

pi'ofoundest and most dreadful of all subjects 

has been a pretext for more frivoUty than any 

other, — ^that the Sacrament of Peace has been the 

occasion of perpetu«d strifes and hatreds. 

The words I have passed over are not less 
practical than those upon which I desire, with 
God's merciful help, to speak ; they are not le^s 
mysterious than the others. But, I believe, if we. 
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begin from them, there is more hope of arriving 
at those lessons, which we, to whom this Sacra- 
ment is offered every Sunday, need for the work 
and the suffering of every day, than if we grap- 
pled at once with the language, out of which in- 
finite party altercations have sprung, and which, 
even in spite of ourselves, suggest them to us. 

This method is justifiable, on another ground: 
Though the words, " This is my Body, Which is 
giyen for you,? were the first that our Lord' 
spoke after He took the bread, they were, assur- 
edly, not the first that entered into the minds 
and hearts of His disciples. It was a long time 
before the light, which was in them, could dawn, 
even upon the most single and expectant eyes. 
For He was among them. His Body was actu- 
ally before them. How had it been ''given fo^ 
them ? On the other hand, '' Do this in remem-* 
brance of Mb," might at once signify thus much : — 
** Whenever, henceforth, you eat this Passover, it 
** will recal to you the Master, with Whom you 
" have walked, and to Whom you have listened. 
** You will not think, merely, of Pharaoh and his 
^ hosts, or of the Israelites that wept through the- 
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^ Red Sea, or of the destraction of the Fmstbom, 
** or of the Lamb's blood on the dooivposts. You 
** will think, first) of Him, Who desired with a great 
^^ desire to eat this Supper with you before He 
" suffered ; Who did eat it with you ; Who spoke 
" to you, in the course of it, of one of you, who 
''should betray Him. Henceforth, I shaU have 
*^ more to do with the Passover, than aU the events 
" which you have connected with it from your 
^ childhood.^ To speak thus, was to speak 4wry 
boldly. It was like setting Himself above all 
the ordinances and commandments, which they 
had esteemed most sacred, above the mighty acts 
of deliverance, by which God had proved Israel 
to be His people. But yet, the disciples must 
have felt, even then, that the announcement was 
a true one. It could not be otherwise. They 
would recollect Him more, when they ate the 
unleavened bread, and drank the wine, than all 
which the Feast seemed directly to commemo-' 
rate. That one night would overshadow, in their 
hearts, the traditions of 1400 years. They could' 
never remember ail they had read m the Book of 
Exodus,, as they remembered Him. 
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. At first) I apprehend, the words will not have 
sounded at all like a new commandment. ^*This 
do^ was, do what you have always done, what you 
oannot &il to do, without abandoning your posi- 
tion as Jews, without showing yourselves un- 
mindful of God% covenant. The remembrance, 
that was henceforth linked inseparably to the 
act, was what. affected its nature. The Apostles, 
especially the Apostles of the Circumcision, as 
their knowledge of Christ grew deeper and wider, 
win have felt the meaning of the Passover, also, 
dilated. The remembrance of Him will have be- 
come the remembrance of the Lord and King and 
DeHverer of Israel They will have kept the 
Feast with a love and a wonder, such as David 
and Hezekiah.had not known, because they will 
have regarded it as having its fall consunmiation 
in Him. St. James and Si Peter do not speak, 
in] their Epistles, of sepeirating the old Feast 
from the new.. We cannot tell when they did it, 
or even be certam that they did it. One may 
have passed into the other as insensibly as twi- 
light passes into morning. The Apostle of the 
Qentiles, who had need, for his work, to under* 
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stand how every part of the old economy must 
give way before the Truth, to which it had been 
the index, had a special revelation on the subject. 
He was taught that the words, " This do," spoken 
on that wonderful night, btoke down the barriers 
of the old world, while they were carrying out its 
divinest lessons. The Jewish Feast was trans- 
lated, by them, into a human Feast. The Paschal 
Lamb, and all that belonged to it, was giving up 
its temporary signification, that it might set forth 
the Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world. The Bread and Wine, the common sym- 
bols jbo all the nations of the earth, were to sur- 
vive all that was local, all that was pointing to 
an unmanifefirted Deliverer and Lord« 

But while the command was thus acquiring 
another force, while it was coming forth as from 
the voicfe of Him, Wlio spake with authority while 
He was on earth, Who had spoken with authority 
in all ages before, the Apostles were also beginning 
to understand the remembering of Christ, as they 
had not understood it at first. Perhaps I ought 
not to say, as fkey had not understood it at first; for, 
when the words were spoken, He wa^ sitting 



THIS DO m BSlOfeMBBANCE OF MS. 135^ 

among them ; they had evident proof of His 
presence. Afterwards, in the days between the 
Crucifixion and the Kesurrection — and even in 
the days when they saw Him so rarely between 
His Resurrection and Ascension — ^they often may 
have made painful and difficult efforts to bring 
back past hours, to revive the form and features 
of an absent friend. But after, on the Mount of 
GlaUlee, He had said, '' Lo, I am with you always," 
they will not have dared to connect a struggle so 
artificial, commonly so unsuccessful, with the 
precept, ^' Eemember Me." They were heralds 
to the world, of an Emmanuel — a God with us. 
The great battle they had to fight with Jews 
and Gentiles, was for this proclamation. ^ H^ is 
** not fer from any one of you. In Him you live, 
" and move, and have your being ;" — ^was their mes- 
sage to those who were wholly given to idolati^. 
They were taught, that wicked works, not dis- 
tance, had separated them from Qod, and that 
now, by the" Blood of Christ, they were naade 
nigh ; that the veil was torn asunder ; that in 
the Mediator, they .were once more brought into 
the Presence of the Holy One, They bad need to 
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reooUect this. They required, that He^in Whom 
only they had life, should be brought continually 
to their minds, which were continually prone to 
foiget Him, and to live as if He were away from 
^em. But, whatever served this purpose, what- 
ever put them in mind of Him, must assure them 
of His Real Presence, could not by possibility sig- 
nify that He was habitually absent, and only re- 
af^eared in those elements, or when they strove 
to bring His image before them. It was not 
necessary to reason against one. or the other 
of these suppositions. The Gospel they were 
preaching, their whole theology, was one con- 
tinued refutation of both. 

^' This do in remembrance of Me," must have 
imported to them, unless, in their ordinary lan- 
guage, they were deceiving theii* disciples and 
themselves, — ** This do in remembrance of a Lord, 
<<a Friend, a Brother, Whom neither Life nor 
^' Death, nor height, nor depth, has been able to 
^ separate from you upon Earth, or from His 
f* Father in Heaven, Who is with you, as He is 
^^ with Him ; in Whom,'sin has no dwelling-place $ 
f'inWhom^ Heaven and Earth, God and Man, are 
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" for ever atoned and reconciled." If the word Ms 
could have a less embracing signification than 
this, they might have restrained the precept to 
their own circle. The Eleven, who remembered 
how He looked, when He stood upon the Mount, 
or when He walked upon the Sea, or when He 
bade Lazarus come 'forth, might, have deemed 
that the Bread and Wine were merely tokens for 
them — symbolft to awaken their thoughts of days 
long past, and so to sustain their sympathy with 
each other. But, because they carried the mes- 
sage to the ends of the earth, that there was One 
Who died for all, because all were dead, and had 
risen again for their justification, there was no 
possibility of drawing this line about themselves. 
All had the same bondage, all had the same De- 
liverer. There was nothing in the language, 
nothing in the simple signs, which they dared 
think of as referring more to them, than to any 
Jewish publican or Gentile slave. The Spirit, 
Who brought all things to their remembnuoee, 
whatsoever they had heard, — ^Who opened to them 
depths in their own hearts which they had never 
sounded, — Who revealed to them the Lord and 
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Ldfegiver of those hearts, — that same Spirit was 
telling men, in the most different latitudes, 
brought up in the most different religions, of 
the Son of Man, in Whom they had been created, 
by Whom they had been redeemed. How could 
they help saying to all, — '^ He bade us do this in 
<< remembrance of Him, because we are weak, sin- 
'^ ful, men, who cannot live without Him ? Do you 
^ think you can ? Will not you also suffer Him to 
^ tell you, by this wonderful method of speech, that 
" He iM with you — ^that He is willing to come in 
*^ and sup with you, in a fuller sense, with a more 
" perfect fellowship, than He did with us, in the 
" upper chamber, the night before He was cru- 
"cified?" 

Just what the words signified, my dear bre- 
thren, to those who heard them, in this way, 
from the Apostles' lips, they signify, I 6onceiye, 
to us, at this day. I am not the least careful to 
enter into the question, how the command be- 
comes binding upon us, — what relation it bears to 
other commands, that were uttered amidst thun- 
ders and lightnings, that have a penal character 
and sanction* I leave ail these points to those. 
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who think they can strengthen the force of our 
Lord's words by their arguments, who think they 
can persuade reluctant men to obey them, by 
dwelling on the fearful consequences of neglecting 
them. I have no such expectation ; the expe- 
rience of a, great many centuries, our own expe- 
rience in this day, seems to me to confute it. 
We have tried these methods, and, I am afraid, to 
very little purpose. I would lathw leave the 
words just as they were first spoken. If once we 
believe, that He is just as much alive now, as He 
was when He ate the Ftosover with His disciples, 
His words, I believe, will come home to us with 
the same power as they did to them. Tes, 
and with greater power, — with a momentum of 
eighteen hundred years, with the power of His 
Death, and Besurrection, and Ascension, and of all 
the good, and of all the evil, that there has been 
in His Church, and in the world, since that hour. 
If we think of them as the words of a dead man, 
they will not move us ; they cannot, however 
much we may try to galvanize them by our 
rhetoric. Therefore, let us leave off attempting 
to enforce the command, otherwise than by 
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asking the consciences and the hearts of men, 
whether they are not wanting to hear such a 
command, and whether, when they do hear it, it 
does not come with quite a different force from 
any which we can give to it. 

" Do this in remembrance of Me." You are in 
a world of business and bustle ; every week, 
every day, the whirl becomes louder, more dizzy- 
ing. Do you find it easy to remember anything, 
about. an inner world ? Do you find it eiasy to re- 
collect,; that you yourselves have any life, besides 
that which you complain that society, that work, 
that amusement, is robbing you of, every in- 
stant ? The voice says, '* Remember Me ; re- 
" member that there is with you, and near you, 
•* One, Who can restore that life, — One, Who can 
* recruit the energies within you, — One, Who can 
" illumine that which is dark within you, can 
" raise and support what is low, — One, Who is 
** stronger, than all the influences around you, 
** that tend to decay and destruction, — One, Who 
" can convert those very influences into instru- 
** ments of health and renovation. Poor worn-out 
*^man of business, who feelest thaifc thy business, 
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" if it ifi the driest and most secular conceivable, 
*^ is still appointed for thee, and cannot be law- 
^ fully exchanged for another,— who feelest, that 
^ if thy business is the most rehgious and sacred 
** conceivable, it may sink into such a miserable 
'^ and dead routine, that it shall be a greater 
** weight upon thy spirit, that it shall be felt 
" more as a sin, than the most merely mecha* 
" nical work can be,— ^ Do this in rem^nbrance of 
*' Me.' The dry secular pursuit may be informed 
" with a new and divine Life. I, Who bave or* 
*^ dained it, can endue you with a Life, which will 
'^ enable you to perform it truly, heartily, de- 
** voutly. And I can convert the religious service 
** into a godly service, — ^that which is done from 
''a hard sense of propriety and duty^ into. 4 
** loving obedience to God, and a willing labour 
" for His creatures, — ^that which is sustained by 
^ a miserable calculation of profit and loss, into 
*^ the Apostles' thanksgiving, that they were 
'* counted worthy to do work and suffer shame 
« for the Son of God." 

But it is not only the weariness and unsatis- 
factoriness of work, that oppresses us in this 
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world, that oppresses us even when we ai*e the 
least willing to throw off the yoke, and are even 
forging fresh chains for ourselves. There is also 
the perpetual strife of factions, into which we 
enter with the keenest alacrity, which we justify 
to ourselves by a thousand reasonable excuses, 
which we cover with a thousand plausible and pa- 
triotic names, even while we admit, as an abstract 
proposition, that party-spirit is destroying our 
country, even while we feel too conscious that it 
is devouring the best and truest part of oiir own 
characters. Where shall we flee from it 1 We 
cannot endure compromises, we cannot be always 
standing aloof from our duties, lest we should 
quarrel with other men in the performance of 
theirs. " Do this in remembrance of Me." You 
have a sort of floating persuasion, that there is 
One, Who has a heart and sympathy that is wider 
than those parties, — Who does care for those who 
belong to them aU, — ^Who did die for those who 
composed them, for those who would be ready ' 
to kill each other. You have heard these things' 
in your childhood ; you do not absolutely dis- 
believe them now; nay, it is poeusible that you 
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would be very angry with any who said they 
disbelieved them : you would call them infidels 
and other hard names. But, after all, you do not 
remember much this Person, in Whom these 
jarring fitctions are reconciled ; do you ? You 
have not much sense of His being mightier than 
they are, of His being able to raise you above 
them, to give you a power of living, in the midst 
of them, as if you were not imprisoned by them? 
He gives you credit for this proxieness to forget 
Him. ** He knew what was in man.*' He said to 
the men, who were likely to be rending each 
other in pieces, for political and religious en-^ 
mities, '' 'Do this in remembrance of Me/ You 
" will want the recollection of Me ; you will not 
^^be able to resist church feuds, or national 
" feuds, or family feuds, or the feuds in your own 
" hearts, if you have it not. Therefore, I give 
** you this token to recollect Me by, to recollect 
" that I am with you always,— on week-days, as 
*^ well as on Sundays, — when vanity, and anger, and 
'* bitterness, are tempting you most strongly, — iu 
** the public assembly,— in the home circle, — just 
'^ as much as when you are kneeling at my altar " 
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But you have other friends, besides this Oiie. 
Must they be ficngotteii, that He may be remem- 
bered ? My brethren, let us speak hontstly to 
one another upon this point. Tou wish to re- 
member friends, those that are amongst yon, 
and those that have departed frx>m you. You 
• wish that you could bring back the words that 
you have heard them speak, the tones of their 
V(Hce, their looks, their kindnesses. But is it 
not often very hard to do so ? Is not the World 
a very cruel tormentor, a very hard taskmaster, 
in this respect also ? Does it not demand the 
giving up of precious memories ? Does it not 
insist that the pNMtit shall be all in all to us ? 
Oh ! is there anything ih&t one oftener curses it 
for, that one oftener hates oneself for, than 
this ? But how is it to be avoided ? There are 
no tricks of recollection, there is no technical 
memory, that can serve this purpose, that can 
bring back human beings to us, whom death has 
severed frx>m us, as they may bring back names 
and dates. Here is the solution of the difficulty. 
H^re is the art of memc«<y, which God Himself 
has invented for us, that we may require again 
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the Past, as He requires it. " Do this in remem- 
brance of Me." Let the one Living Centre of 
all the Family of heaven and earth be brought to 
your minds. Let Him, That was dead and is alive, 
and Who has the keys of death and hell, hold con- 
verse with you, not as a pale phantom of the past, 
but as the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
And then, by degrees, all, who have gone into 
the invisible world, where He is gone, will come 
forth, clothed with a portion of His Light, — no 
longer merely fleeting visionary forms, but clearer, 
more, jdistinct, because more pure, than they 
were, when we held fellowship with them upon 
earth — all the mists, which obscured the best 
parts of them, then being scattered by the full 
noon-day of the Presence in which they are 
dwelling. 

But there is a sadder feeling .than this of in- 
ability to recover what has been, which haunts 
us when we are looking back upon our own his- 
tory, and especially when we think whose Hves 
have .been closely intertwined with ours in the 
course of it. The death of the recollections which 
we wish to cherish, is often attended with a 

L 
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painful vivacity of thoughts^ which we would 
banish. Dark passages of the past reappear, 
when its bright images £uie. The sinfuhiess and 
ingratitude of other years seem determined to 
avenge themselves. Awful voices whisper to 
us,— ^' That which is lefb undone, cannot be done ; 
" that which is done, cannot be undone :**— voices 
terrible beyond any, which mortal ears can listen 
to, — too terrible to bear, if there were not this 
other voice, *^ * Do this in remembrance of Me/ 
" Take these tokens, that there is One, Who has 
*' borne sin, and Who has conquered sin. Re- 
" oeive these, as the sure pledges that the Lamb 
" of God has taken away the sin of the world, — 
the sin which has separated you from your 
brethren — which has separated them from you. 
It is not a bold snatching at blessings, which 
" are not yours, to grasp that assurance. You 
" have a command to do it, from your King 
''and Judge. He^ Who knows you, hates the 
" evil which you are coxtscious of, more than you 
" can hate it. He hates it, because it severs 
you from God, and from your brother, — be- 
cause it is the Devil's poison, in His Universe 
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** and Eingdom. Therefore, He counted it worthy 
" the sacrifice of Himseff, to put it away. Re- 
"member that Sacrifice; remember Him, and 
" He will fill this deep inward hoUow in you, 
" with His own Life, His own Love." 

I know well, that this mighty subject hafr a 
number of aspects, some of them perplexing, 
some of them appalling ; all of which do present 
themselves to the heartus of men, and, therefore, 
all of which ought to be considered earnestly by 
those, who are appointed to help them. I do not 
wish to evade any of them, because I do not 
touch upon them this afternoon. All that has 
ever been said about the unworthy receiving of 
the Sacrament, all the highest language that has 
been used about the blessings of it, I believe, has 
not been exaggerated, though it may have been 
often miserably perverted by the bewildered 
conscience of the worshipper^— by the ignorance, 
or ambition, or passions, of the priest. Let us 
ask God to teach us Himself what He means by 
the words, which seem too high or too dreadful 
for us. Let us remember, that He has promised 
we shall be taught of Him. Only, do not let us 
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hinder His teachings, "which are so deep and 
inward, from reaching us, by our noisy rhetoric, 
and by our abuse of each other. Do not let us 
talk of this man bringing in a dangerous doctrine 
about a Eeal Presence, or of that man haying a 
low notion about a Memorial Feast. Qod knows 
what either intends, by the language which we 
are in a hurry to condemn. Perhaps, He sees in 
them both a simphcity of heart — ^perhaps, they 
really feed upon His Sacrament, with an inward 
unity — ^which we want. It must be so, if we are 
judges, and they, amidst whatever intellectual 
confusion, receivers. 

If this Feast means anything, it must mean 
more than those poor words and phrases of ours. 
They cannot measure the Infinite. Life and 
Death, Heaven and Hell, the Conscience of Man, 
the Fellowship with the World seen and unseen, 
the Sacrifice of Christy the Name of the Father 
and the Son and the SpiBrc — ^before these mighty 
reaUties, how our petty formulas shrink and 
dwindle! Oh! let us receive this Sacrament 
of Gk>d's Mercy and . Love, that we may be 
emptied of our conceits, that we may be in- 
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structedin our nothingness, that we may be 
delivered from the strifes, which prove that we 
do not remember Christ and His Cross. Let us 
receive it, recollecting the fearful words that 
were spoken at the First Supper of all, when the 
command was given : ^ One of you shall betray 
Me." And let every one silently ask of Him, Who 
knows each guest, and what are the treacheries to 
which he is most prone, and Who is willing to 
purify us from them all, " Lord, is it I ? " 



THE END. 
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